3" December 1942 — 3" December 2006

Last Sunday the ashes of US Marine Ashley (Bill) Fisher werelaid to rest on Mount
Austen. Thiswasfulfilling the dying wish of Bill Fisher that his ashes be scattered
wher e he fought and was wounded on the 3" December 1942. Bill Fisher isthe first
American servicemen to request to have his ashes sent to Guadalcanal.

In 1942 Major Fisher was ayoung 16 year old Privatein the 2" Marine Raider
Battalion. On the 4™ November 1942 the 2" Raider Battalion had landed at Aola
Bay (theoriginal headquartersof the British administration on Guadalcanal). They
then proceeded to chase and fight Japanese soldiersin an epic 30 day trek behind
enemy lines. They finally re-entered the perimeter on the 4" December 1942
accounting for 488 Japanese dead for theloss of 17 of their own men.

In that famoustrek, known asthe‘Long March’, the Raider Battalion (about a
thousand men) was also accompanied by 250 Solomon | slander s scouting and
carrying for the Raiders. L eading the scouts was the dominating figur e of local war
hero Jacob (later Sir Jacob) Vouza. Bill Fisher remembered seeing Vouza every day
of that march.

Jacob Vouza in Marine uniform (with Japanese sword) photographed during the
‘Long March’.

On the 2" December the Raiders had reached the upper reaches of the Lunga River
at the base of Mount Austen. The Colonel of the Battalion, Evans Carlson, sent a
small patrol ahead to thetop of Mount Austen (known locally as M ombula). The
patrol reported back that they had found Japanese positions (foxholes) that were
unoccupied. Early on the morning of the 3" December Carlson left the Lunga River
and took three hundred Marines up to thetop of Mount Austen and occupied those



Japanese positions. A few minuteslater the Japanese returned from aforaging
patrol not knowing the Marines were now in possession of their foxholes.

The Japanese got closeto the Marines beforethey realised too late that they were
walking into an impossible situation. A two hour fight then began until all the
Japanese wer e killed. One however was only playing dead and as Bill Fisher walked
by the Japanese soldier herolled over and threw a grenade before he was shot. The
grenade wounded Bill but fortunately not badly.

The Raidersthen set up a defensive perimeter and stayed the night at the top of
Mount Austen. That evening Colonel Carlson had his men sing patriotic songs. At
the end of the songsthelocals asked if they could also join in the singing and invited
the Marinesto join with them singing a song they had learned at church. That song
was ‘Onwards Christian Soldiers'.

The next day 4™ December after a further clash with the Japanese the Raidersre-
entered the US perimeter 30 days after leaving Aola.
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Triumphant Raiders showing off Japanese trophies after the 30 day ‘Long March’.

About eight year s ago, armed with Colonel Carlson’sreport containing the latitude
and longitude of the action | took Bill up to Mount Austen wherethat fighting took
place. He pointed out where he dept that night and recalled the singing of ‘Onwards
Christian Soldiers'.

On 3 February thisyear Bill Fisher died. Such was his affection and gratitude to
Solomon I slander s who had fought alongside him that he asked that his ashes be
scattered on Guadalcanal where he slept that night.

In asmall but moving ceremony last Sunday that final request was carried out.



Once morethe sounds of ‘Onwards Christian Soldiers was heard on Mount Austen.
The people from near by Barana Village provided that emotional backdrop precisely
asBill’sasheswerelaid down at the exact spot where he slept in 1942,

AsBill’sasheswere being laid, modern day warriorsfrom the Military and Police
cameto attention saluting a fellow member of that special ‘Band of Brothers'.

Poppies bearing the names of six of Bill’sfellow Marineskilled in the action on
Mount Austen wer e placed besides Bill’s ashes. Five of their bodies lay unrecovered
on Mount Austen. Bill hasnow joined hisfriends.

The Prime Minister and the US wererepresented at the ceremony. Bill’s asheswere
contained in an artillery shell resting on a USflag. That flag was presented after the
ceremony to the US Consul Agent to the Solomon Islands, Keithie Saunders. The
flag will be sent to Bill’swidow in America. The picturesand recording of the
ceremony will also be sent to Bill’sfamily. The Marine Raider Association and
Guadalcanal Veterans Association have also requested pictures and the recording.

Semper Fi and Gung Ho

John Innes—Honiara, Guadalcanal, 2006




Thefollowing three pages are from one of Col Carlson’s*After Action Reports
covering the 2" Marine Raiders' s action on Mount Austen (Mombula).
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On the 2d patrols were again fanned out to the .
wost and souths One of these found a new artillery poeition to
the: south of the old ane, and also found the barpsl. of anothey
gun, . another patroel moved to the broad right engled bond, where
the LUUGA (lows north and turns caste This patrol killed tem :
Japanese enroute and determined that thoe trall axtended north
across tho LUNUA and then ran northwest towsrds the HATANIKAY. T
senit anothor patrol up the seutl side of HOMBULA to scout. the sow
called govermmont trall fraw LIROXIEI to the. lower MATANIHAU,
Thia satrol reportod that thw ascent was procivitoun. and that at .
the top, at the hub of a apider web of ridgon, the Japanese had
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: wpecllile ordera to return to CACTUS cise from dive
iolon on the 04, Congequently, on the third of Locouwer ! diye
idod uy battalion inte two Lomag of thiree companlos cacie me
cent Luack gdown Lhe TINARG undor Captain Washburn. 7The othen T
lod over MOUBNLA with the g ol ol entering cur divislon lines
near the IATANINAY, deteralnin. unroute the datwrs of the cnexy
slination on the nerth side of NIHBULAS  Captain ughburnta
forco romchied CACTUS two days later wilthout incldent,

The olixzb up "L2IVILA was long und arducus, and 14
wos ot untll nsar noon that we “pproacited the top. .As we noared
the crest, whore yestorday's patrol had: found the cnemy poaltion,
I pushed the advance guard compmny ahead and than sushed the
point to the creat ns a safety procaution., Thia 2roved to be
fertunato lor within Tifteen mimites aftor we arrived an enewy
cembat patrel appeared from the oast, A

e had the edventa:e of itorraln and Ciret inowledg
- off the enomy. However, us wo waited for tue patrol to walk into
our trap the leading men sonsec something was wron; nnd the mome
bors Lepan to deploy into tiw bushe e oponed with automntic
fire and got thrae with the Siprct bupst, The onauing engugsmnont
conzuied about two hiours due te the ntecopsity for beating the
buch., Thoy ware mmed with machlnoe guns wutomatlc rifles and
norterg. ‘Their mortears only ~ot off one sulvo., I Lrmediatoly
comnanced & double enveolopicnb witd a squad on ench Clanit, and then
Pursid thie siltuation over-.to Castain dgary, tho ooumnmander of Come
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