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------ AN OPEN LETTER FROM PRESIDENT BEELER-------
Dear Fellow Raiders:

Outlined below are a few items for your review, but first and foremost
i would like to tell you how much | appreciate all the assistance from

the Board. I do not recall how much the Board helped previous
Presidents, but | know we did not help the previous Presidents as much
as you all are helping me. Thank you very much. Fran's continuing

support and input are invaluable.

The great work J. Dragon is doing in Orlando, S. Aleksich in preparing
his version of the "Reunion Requirements", and all the suggestions
and help from everyone on the board are greatly appreciated. Again,
thank you very much.

We have sent out 100+ postcards, mostly to Texas Raiders, because of
the distance and the brevity of the V+50 celebration. We gave the
location of a Command Post in Fredericksburg for the Raiders to muster
and participate in the "doings" on September 2 and 3. | do not know
why they don't call it V J day, | still think the Japs should get used
to the idea they were beaten. They have to learn to face reality.
Jack Freeling has rented a train and is "whistle stopping" through
Nebraska, celebrating at every stop commemorating V J Day. Great idea!

J. Dragon reports the preparations for the reunion September 20-24 is
doing fine with no complications. All Board Members should get in
touch with their respective cliques an encourage them to come.

It is my intention to invite the new Conmandant of the Marine Corps to
be the keynote speaker as soon as it is practical after he assumes
office. We Should be getting a yeah or no from General Neal the
middle of July. The careers of these two men are really fascinating.
So hopefully, they will talk to us.

As you probably know, General Peatross's book, Bless 'em All, is to be
published by the firm of Re,View Publications, composed of Raider
Harry Reynolds and 2 honorary Raiders, A. Kropff amd John McCarthy.
They wanted Fran Hepburn to "plug" the book in The Raider Patch. We
have tentatively agreed to this after it has been read by one of the
Officers of the Board.

The Association has acquired Colonel Plumley's green uniform with the
ribbons, insignia etc. He was the first Raider Association President.
The uniform is here in the office, and | think it belongs in the
Raider Museum on a mannequin. R. Buerlein informs me he can provide a
mannequin and will put a Raider shoulder patch on the uniform.

"Stormy" Sexton's Marine Raider Handbook has been upgraded for the l}'th
printing and it should go to press as soon as possible. R. Rosenquist
is seeing to this. He he has lost his printer. We hope to have all
this done before the reunion so it can be sold at that time. If it
appears R. Buerlein's economics are a little strained at this time, we
should allow R. Rosenquist to use Association funds. |If it is neces-
sary to handle the finance in this manner, please write me your ob-
jections, if any. We can then use the postcard procedure and get a
vote. If there are no written objections received in this office by
before AUGUST 15th, we will assume it is all OK with the Board and ask
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R.Rosenquist to go ahead with the u4th printing. All of this is provid-
ing R. Buerlein has financial tightening at this time. We can easily
recover the expenditure from the Raider Museun Gift Shop and the
Marine Corps Association Bookstore in Quantico. It is unlikely our
Association can lose money on this plan.

The time is fast approaching for a deadline on the agenda of topics to
be relayed to this office so we can place them on the agenda for the
Orlando Board Meeting. The meeting will be held at 1830 hours Thurs.
September 21st in a room J. Dragon will designate. To date, there are
quite a few topics selected for the meetings agenda and all seem pro-
vocative; however, we will not have time to devote to all questions
at length. The committee will select the topics to which you have
given the most attention to, i.e., if topic A has 6 Board Members
wanting to discuss it, topic A will take precedence over topic B that
only 1 Board Member wants to discuss.

Jack Freeling has offered to help at the registration desk or anywhere
else he can be of assistance. J. Dragon will be at the desk along

with. J. Gleason and of course J. Freeling. Are there others on the
board that are shy? Please tell J. Dragon when you are available that

week now so he can utilize the manpower the best way.

The members of the conmittee for the reunion board have been selected.
J. Dragon and | went through the list, now all we have to do is to get
in touch with the lucky ones to see if they are willing.

J. Dragon also has made a trip to St. Louis to the St. Louis Marriott
with his 6th Marine Division buddy and has negotiated a better deal
than he was able to come up with in Orlando. He will present his pro-
posal at the Board meeting in Orlando the 21st.

Best personal regards,
s féd/"’.”%’ C U ON THE BEACH

Mike Beeler, President
U.S. Marine Raider Association

} mne

RE: CHICAGO REUNION - October 13, 14 & 15, 1995
1st Raider BN; 1st BN 4th MAR. Regt.; 1st BN
4th Regt., 1st Prov. MAR. BRIG.; 1st BN 4th MAR.
Reat.. 6th MAR DIV. for info. contact MEL HECKT (B12) 449 4145

Dear Retired Marine:

You are invited to our 7th Mini-Reunion October 13, 14 & 15,

1995 at the CLARION O’HARE HOT i
fonog’ “LAR. #(708)2978&6EL, 6810 Mannheim, Rosemont, IL

REUNION CHAIRMEN: S

Melvin D. Heckt
A Co. 1lst Raider BN
B Co. 1st BN 4th Marine Regt.

Frank Kemp & Victor Anderson A Company
Dick Vana & Mel Heckt B Company
Larry Bangser & Dick Bush C Company
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G Company, 2nd Battalion, 4&4th Marines at entrance to Tokyo Bay

FIFTY
YEARS
AGO

Officially, and for the Marine Corps record these five marines were the first combat troops to land
on Japan after the Japanese agreed to surrender in August 1945, THREE OF THEM WERE RAIDERS.
Standing: Ronald ATKINSON, 1A - Melvin Shumate G24 Ammo carrier for BAR - ? Van Doren G24 £ifleman.

Kneeling: Roger C. SPAULDIRG 4CP Squad leader - Harry E. HOUGH 2R 4P BAR man.

Present whereabouts of Atkinson, Shumate and Van Doren is unknown. Atkinson was a member of
the Raider Association in 1982 as was Hough. Hough died 3FebB8 and was with the 2nd Raiders on
Bougainville when he was badly wounded on the beach. He made lifelong friends with Raiders from
the 4th Bn while hospitalized and chose to remain with them rather than return to the USA. Roger
Spaulding works a farm in INdiana and with his wife Helen has spent many years around the world as
Christain missionaries. Today they lecture in the USA about their overseas experiences.
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(Please print entire form)
"
U.S. MARINE RAIDER ASSOCIATION

ORLANDO REUNION / SEPTEMBER 20-24 /95

Name Raider (Last, First, M.I.) BN co

Circle One: Wife - Hon. Member - Guest

Wife, gquest, or Hon. Raider (Last, First, M.I.)

Address City State Zip
Phone ( . ) Arrive By: ( ) Air () Car ( ) R.V.
' Cost No. Total
Dues must be paid to attend / Check One
( ) Reqular ( ) Life ( ) Hon. Annual $25.00
Registration Fee: Inc. Perm Name Tag
Raider & Wife, and / or Guest 525.00
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 20th. Golf 8:00 a.m. 29.00

Registration opens 1:00 p.m.
Hospitality Room opens 4:00 p.m. to ?
Banquet Table Assignment 4:00 to €6:00 p.m.

Navy A.P.D. Cook Out 6:00 p.m. : $15.00

THURSDAY, SEPT. 2l1st.
Registration opens 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Hospitality Room opens 1:00 p.m. to ?
Banquet Table Assignment 9:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Bus's leave for Universal Studio 1:00 p.m. $29.00

FRIDAY, SEPT. 22nd.

Registration opens 9:00 a.m. tp 5:00 p.m.

Banquet Table Assignment 9;00 to 5:00 p.m.
Hospitality Room opens 1:00 p.m. to ?

Bus's leave for Kennedy Space Ctr. 9:00 a.m.

(No Host Lunch) $25.00

Wild Bill Dinner Show 6:00 p.m. $32.00

SATURDAY, SEPT. 23ed.

Memorial Services (On Site) 8:30 a.m.
General Membership Meeting 9:30 a.m.

Free Coffee & Donuts / Auction % Time
Registration opens 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Cocktails 6:00 p.m. Banquet 7:00 p.m.

No Host Bar / Dancing $30.00
SUNDAY, SEPT. 24th.
Farewell Breakfast 8:00 to 10:00 a,m, $15.00

GRAND TOTAL

Total Amount Enclosed

Donations: Vouza Fund General Fund Raider Museum

CHECK YOUR ADDITION PLEASE!
gake Checks Payable To : U.S. Marine Raider Association
If you have questions call either John Dragon #813) 756 2584 or Jim Gleason (813) 855 1741

MAIL TO: Col. Martin "Stormy" Sexton If you cancel, contact
1017 Barsky Lane Stormy Sexton for refunds.
Fallbrook, CA 92028-4259
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GOLFERS

We will be golfing at the Poinciana Golf and Racguet Resort,
we have z Shot Gun Start at 9:00 a.m., we will be leaving
the Hote. at 8:00 a.m. Sharp. It is about 23 minute drive
to the course. We are looking for car transportation!! We
will be needing about 6 more cars.

The cosi on gelfing is $29.00, this amount includes Green
Fees, CTar:i, Lunch and two (2) beverages on the course as well
as tzx and gratuity, self pictured golf tags, and prizes.

Its the nest deal in Florida, so come and ioir us and krinc
vour wifs. Chairman is Bill Connors.

DISNEY MAGIC KINGDOM

anvone wishes to

-z to g
can be made at the Ho

0 to Disney Magic Kingdom, arrangements
tel Lobby, the cost is about $38.00

HOSPITALITY ROOM

Qur Hespitaliiy Room could use some help as Bartenders,
Spené a fav hours tending bar. You will enjoy it!!! Chairmen
in charge of the Hospitality Room are Joe Bague and

Hermarn "Sleepv" Wooten.

iquor or two or more,
ch will be used

Anyone wishing to donate a bottle of L
donations will be gladly accepted, whi
the Hospitality Room.

[
o}

STORMY SEXTON 3K

travelled to Okinawa for ten days in June to revisit the
battlefields. At the request of the Commanding Officer

of the 4th Marines, stationed there he addressed marines
and staff of the regiment. The next issue of the PATCH

will have his report and pictures of present day Okin..

Seen from the exact
flag raising site imm-
ortalized by Joe
Rosenthal’s famous
combat photo, the
crew of this modern
U.S. Navy Landing
Craft hosted dozens
of former Navy
personnel and their

,ff;(,'},’;’,-f,f, fe?,',’j, site. Thanks to the Marine Corps who provided

‘5 tonners’ transport, our tour members saw
Valor Tours photo much more of lwo Jima than expected.
Young Marines helped veterans and wives
clamber aboard. Valor Tours
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U.S. MARINE RAIDERS ASSOCIATION
1995 National Reunion
September 20-24, 1995

Hyatt Orlando
6375 West Irlo Bronson Memorial Highway
Kissimmee, FL 34747
407-396-1234

Daily Room Rates Check in time is 4:00PM/Check out is 12:00PM
$66.00 single/double occupancy Special room requests are on a space available basis
$76.00 triple occupancy and cannot be confirmed or guaranteed.

$86.00 quad occupancy A written confirmation will be sent to you.

All rates are subject to 11% sales tax.

All requests must be received by August 20, 1995

Account Number

Are you a Gold Passport Member? Yes No

THIS IS A RESERVATION REQUEST AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A NIGHT ROOM
DEPOSIT OR CREDIT CARD GUARANTEE, OTHERWISE RESERVATION IS SUBJECT TO

CANCELLATION.
American Express VISA Diners Discover MasterCard
Account Number Exp.
Signature
Arrival Departure
Number in Party Adults Children
Special Requests Non Smoking Room? Disabled Room?
Name
Address
City State Zip Code
Telephone
Mail to:
Hyatt Orlando

6375 West.Irlo Bronson Memorial Highway
Kissimmee, FL 34747
407-396-1234

™~
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ORLANDO

[TM

NEAR WALT DISNEY WORLD® RESORT
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Shoot 'em up...scout 'em out at this
authentically recreated Fort, Western
Village and Trading Post where food,
drink, shopping and fun abound. Join
the comical soldiers of E Troop and our
native Comanche Indians. Wild Bill has
gathered some of the funniest and most

There’s only one magical
experience that counts at
the Magic Kingdom.
Yours!

Begin your day with
a heart-pounding Alien
Encounter as you explore
the New Tomorrowland
and the future that never
was! This totally new
perspective opens early in
1995 with lots of thrills!
While you're there, take

a spectacular spin on
Space Mountain before
heading for Frontierland
and a 52-foot plunge
down Splash Mountain!

A few steps away is another

mountain of fun, the

Big Thunder Mountain
Railroad. There are over
45 attractions in these
seven lands of fantasy and
fun for people of all ages.
You can cruise through a
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jungle and travel with
pirates of the Caribbean.
You're never too old to feel
a shiver of fright at The
Haunted Mansion or a
tingle of pride at The Hall
of Presidents. You can
experience the adventures
of Snow White and Peter
Pan. And no matter who’s
sharing this vacation with
you, the experiences are

unique speciailty acts you'll ever see
during the dinner show. You'll be
singing along and enjoying some of
the finest vittles served east of Pecos,
Texas. Beer, wine and Coca-Cola®
included. Audience participation
and the best gosh-darn good time
ever! It's all red, white and blue
Americana fun! Great entertainment

for the whole family.

very personal! It’s your
throat that swells with
emotion at the new live
show, Legend of the Lion
King. Your shoulders that
receive a hug from a
favorite Disney Character.
Your childhood that is
rediscovered. Make your
wish today — for an extra
day at the Magic Kingdom.
Buying a World-Hopper
Pass makes it happen.



THIS IS A STORY FROM ARCHIE RACKERBY ABOUT UNITING TwO BROTHERS AFTER 28 YEARS

Col. Rackerby wrote, "Here is a heartwarming story that is so very refreshing in these days of depressing
news. It is about a Raider from 4CP Kenneth O'DONNELL and his reunion with his brother, Jim, after 28
years of Jim's being 'lost'."

"en asked me at the last reunion if I could locate his brother, Jim, whom his family had not been
in contact with in 28 years. Much of the credit must go to VA counseler Baobby Walden at the VA office in
Reno who checked through the computer system of some 30 million names for us, and to Frank Guidone in Las
Vegas, who checked through his access to the computer system of all telephone listings in the U.S.

When I had the information, it was passed on to Ken and you can see what ensued by the enclosed
letter from Ken's brother, Jim. JQm is taking treatments and is wheelchair bound."

Letter from James M. 0'Donnell 3225 Robertson St Houston Tx 77003 —"0On March 23 I flew up to
Virginia to mert my brother Kenny and after three wonderful days in Washington DC we began what was to
become a four vbek' 5,000 mile journey across mid-America. It was, to say the least, the experience of a
lifetime for me. We visited relatives and old friends from the Chesapeake Bay to Susanville California. Kenny
had been back in the midwest for school reunions every four years, but as you know, I had been completely out
of touch with family for 28 years. We had a reunion in Merriman Nebraska which was a really emotional
experience for me as the entire toun turned out to see us and many traveled long distances to be there.

I have resumed radiation treatments for my cancer but I'm not expecting great things as I already have had
my miracle!!" James 0'Donnell.

KENNETH AND JAMES KENNETH AND JAMES IN WASHINGTON D.C.



MINI REUNION
Earlier this year in April the Raiders of 4CP got together at S5t. Louis Mo to renew old
friendships. The pictures shown below are from that reunion. Over forty raiders, relatives and friends

were in attendance. Neil STILES wrote that the hit of the party was the telling of a story by Miles GREEN
who was a marine aboard LEXINGTON when she was sunk in the Coral sea. Miles was a member of the 5" AA

battery shooting at the swarms of Jap planes. Perhaps someone has the story recorded and it can find it's
way to the PATCH for the enjoyment of all.

Chester Rice, Trent Fowler & Geo. Tomaiko

Miles P. Green

7%

Clyde Evans & Byron Reagan
(son of Wade Reagan)

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Lauro

August Zurawski & Neil Stiles l

The GROUP




