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' EDITOR'S NOTES
A VERY SPECIAL TIME

John McCarthy
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Cur 2001 Reunion and Arlington program was everything
1'd hoped it would be, plus! It was a defining time in Marine
Raider history and will remain so for the ages.

Not only did we have a strong membership of our association
on hand, but the numbers of relatives of next of kin and friends
of our honered Raiders in attendance, was phenomenal.

OFFICERS [t was indeed a very special time. One that none of us who
President & Director were aboard will ever forget. What made an extraordinary oc-

Mel Heckt (1BA) Minnetonka, MN . . . -
1st Vice (Presi)dent & Director casion extra special was the presence of the next of kin, their

Chartes Meacham (3K} Sequim, WA extended families, the men and women who worked so hard
2nd Vice President & Director and with such devotion to discover, recover, repalriate and iden-
William Carroll (2H) Westlake, OR tify our Makin heroes, and so many others.

Secretary / Treasurer & Director
Steve Klos (4C) Chicago, [L
Immediate Past President & Director

The members of the Corps, from General Jim L. Jones, UsMC
Commandant on down to the youngest Lance Corporal, all dis-

Jack Freeling (4HQ) Omaha, NE played the true meaning of “Semper Fidelis” in their sincerity,

caring and sensitivity. The Air Crew of the C-130 who brought

BOARD OF DIRECTORS our Raiders home, the musicians, who probably never sounded

Joseph McNamara (3K) Riverside, CA better, the Honor Guards, the pallbearers, who have gone

John Sweeney (1BEDHQ) Las Vegas, NV through this ritual a hundred times or more, butlam sure, never
Bill Carroll (2H) Westlake, OR

with such meaning and pride.

gﬂf S:‘K?;; (?S;S GL) LD(;r:jeI:cCa(,jCA A very special time! Qur Association President Mel Heckt
Ashley Fisher (28) Covington, TN brought his brood of 17. He had to rent a bus (no kidding!) to
James D. Gleason (4HQ) Tampa, FL get them around. I am extremely proud to report that from my
John Dragon (2G) Bradenton, FL high school, Beverly Hills High in California, ten schoolmates
Olin Gray (4D) Chatham, IL of Bob Maulding 24, one of our Makin KIA's, made the trip to
Ervin Kaplan (2EH) Wilmette, IL honor Bob. Of these ten, seven were in Bob’s class of 1941, in-
g‘e‘;rzg:;"’d":sglaglé% Si};;angj;";l“ach’ VA cluding my brother who was accompanied by his son and grand-
son. There was no way that these peaple would miss this very
DESIGNATED OFFICERS special time.
Sgt-at-Arms T didn’t take count but I'm sure that other “classmates” and
Joe Baque (31K) Opelousas, LA other fathers, sons and grandsons of other Makin KIA's were on
Historian hand as well. A very special time indeed.
Jerry Beau (3BK} Boise, ID (continued on page 6. )
Curator
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Notes & Thoughtis From President Mel Heckt I

Words cannot describe how
impressed we all were who were
priviliged to witness the wel-
coming ceremony at Andrews
Air Force Base, the Thursday
evening reception for 283 NOK
and relatives, the Full Honors
Burial Service at Ft. Myers
Chapel the courtecus and tender
care of Commandant James Jones
and his Marines at the gravesite,
the Friday evening parade at
which Joe B. Griffith was honored
as the highest ranked surviving
Makin Raider, the Saturday
evening banquet attended by 534
Raiders, NOK and relatives of each, the great speeches by Lt.
Gen. Buck Bedard and former Commandant PX. Kelley, the
presence of Dick Bush, our last surviving MOH winner, the
expression of appreciation to Col. David Pagano and the Cilhi
team, and to B. Gen. Mike Downs and Ann Hammers for their
orchestration of the attendance of the NOK and relatives and
their cooperation with us.

I also want to express our appreciation te Bill Fisher and his
Arlington Memorial Committee, Ben Carson, Don Harn, Jim
Harwood, Karen Carlson Loving, John McCarthy, Chuck
Meacham and Brian Quirk. Without their leadership, this
momentous occasion would not have been possible.

Ken, Bucky and Terry O’Donnell, daughter Carol Oakes,
and their helper, my old pal, Jake Broderick and Steve and
Theresa Klos and Julia Fisher performed outstanding service
under most difficult conditions in order to make our Reunion
a tremendous success.

A plaque of appreciation was mailed to Ira Giiliand, who
retired as a Director of USMRA. He served as Treasurer
under Lowell Bulger, managed a Reunion, and served on
our Board since 1978. Ira’s successor Frank A. Kemp was duly
elected.

A plaque was prepared for Tokarei Buriemoa, the young
Gilbertese who helped bury the 19 Makin Raiders and the
old man who showed the gravesite to Cilhi. We just learned
that he died in May, 2001. The plaque will be delivered to
his son by Alfred Capelle, President of Marshall Islands
University.

The Marine Corps, each of our 4 Raider Battalions, alt
Raiders and all Marines were honored by the historic
events which took place August 16-19, 2001.

President Mel Heckt

Semper Fidelis,
Mel Heckt

RAIDER ROOM

Raider Room is still seeking artifacts, relics, memorabilia, weapons
and other Raider and Marine items for display.
Contact Patch Editor and Raider Room Curator/Coordinator:

John McCarthy
Raider Headquarters
14851 Jeffrey Road * Irvine, California 92618-8270
Telephone: (949) 552-6866

RAIDERS LOSE A FRIEND...

IN MEMORY OF
GEORGE IFRENCH, 4HQ

We were saddened te learn of Geroge French’s (4HQ)
death from his loving wife Kiyoko. He would have been
90 years old on November 28th, 2001. He had had open
heart surgery and came through that, but blood clots
formed in his lungs and although they tried working
on the lungs, his kidneys started to fail.

His granddaughter is at their home and George's
sister came in from Hawail. George was cremated as
he had requested.

George’s indominable spirit and many unheralded
achievements are a lasting tribute to one of our best
known Raiders. We salute him as one of those who
precede us in the inevitible trail and will mourn him
as one of the few, the proud, the Marine. We ask God's
comfort be extended to Kiyoko, his wife, his family and
many close friends.

Kiyoko's address is: 2435 W. 180th Place, Torrance,
CA 90504 - Phone: (310) 515-3923. I'm sure she would
appreciate a note or a phone call.

Semper Fi, George.

Shirl Butler, Padre 4DQ)

f

George and Kiyoko at May, 2001 Mini-Reunion in Reno, NV




Mel Heclt’s Tulogy
August 17¢. 2001

i
“Today, we are gathered together to remember, respect and i
honor thirty young Marine Raiders of Lt. Col. Evans E oyt
Carlson’s Second Marine Raider Battalion who made the Fa

supreme sacrifice as a result of the rajd on Butaritari, Makin
on August 17, 1942, nineteen of whom fought together, died
together, were buried together, were found together fifty-
seven years later and were identified and returned as a
result of the outstanding expertise of the Army’s Ceniral
Identification laboratory Hawaii, two of whom were either
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strafed by a Japanese airplane or drowned and their remains
have not been found, and nine of whom were unavoidably
captured by the Japanese, transported to Kwajalein and on
October 16, 1942 were beheaded upon the order of Vice
Admiral Abe. We hope and pray that CILHI will locate these
men this fall, identify them and return them to the Aslington
National Cemetery so they may rest with their Raider buddies.

Today we also remember, respect and honor the 902
Marine Raiders from our 4 Battalions, the 24,511 Marines,
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" ALL THOSE INTREPID

~ MARINE RAIDERS

' WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES
~ FOR THEIR COUNTRY
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and the thousands of Navy, Army and Air Force personnel g = el 1 '
who made the supreme sacrifice in the World War 11 Pacific o é DURING WORLD WAR 1]
Theater.

1 cannot believe there could be a more appropriate eulogy
for the Makin Raiders we are honoring today than that given
by Lt. Col. Carlson on September 4, 1942 at Camp Catlin,
Hawaii.” Carlson stated,

Simifar plagues to honor Raiders at Hawait's Punch
Bowl and Kwajalein (see below).

"We are gathered here today fo honor the memory of our comrades who remain at Makin. We miss them. Each had his special
place amonyg us, and that place is imperishably his. Being human, we mourn the loss of each. But [ believe that these gallant men
who so eagerly, so willingly went forth to meet the enemy would not have us weep and bemoan their passing. They loved life,
those comrades of ours. They were vital, eager, thoughtful and realistic. They had convictions and they lived those convictions
even to the point of sacrificing their lives.”

“They are still with us in spirit. Alard with his boyish smile. Johnson with his strange scowl. Jerry Holtom with his lumbering
stride and eager half-embarrassed manner, and the others. You know the characteristics of each as well as I. Who will say the
spirit of all these men we knew so intimately does not remain with us?”

“It was not possible fo render honors to these fallen comrades on this field of battle. I did what I could. T went to each as he lay
with his face toward the enemy. I placed each on his back that he might rest more easily, and I said a silent prayer over each.
With the native Gilbertese I arranged for each to be given a Christian burial and so they lie there Loday in the soil of that
delightful South Pacific isle, beneath the palms under which they won their victory.”

"It behooves us who remain to rededicate ourselves to the task that lies ahead. The convictions of these comrades are our
convictions. With the memory of their sacrifice in mind, ket us here dedicate ourselves to the task of bringing into reality the
ideals for which they died, that their sacrifice will will not have been in vain.

We salute you, comrades. We salute you as Raiders, as Marines, as Americans, as men! God bless you.”

HAWAII PUNCH BOWL MEMORIAL PRESENTATION
WOULD WELCOME ALL RAIDERS

Would you be interested in joining a small group of association members that will go to Hawaii in late February, 2002 to place a
memorial plaque honoring our fallen comrades buried in that beautiful national cemetery? There is a possibility that a group of us
would continue the trip to Kawjalein to participate in a similar ceremony and plaque presentation honoring our nine Makin heroes
whose lives were taken by their Japanese captors in October, 1942.

If you have any interest in participating, please contact Raider Association President Mel Heckt at 601 Carlson Parkway, Suite 750,
Minnetonka, MN 55305. Fax: {952) 449-4149 « Tel: {962) 449-4141. We are trying to get a handle on how many of our people would
participate.

Thank you and Semper Fidelis,
Mel Heckt 1BA




EDITOR'S NOTES (continued from page 3)

It was said that our Raider Interment ceremony was the
second largest such program in the history of Arlington. The
largest being the one for President John E Kennedy. 1f that’s
50, then it’s just an added footnote to our “very special time!”

There was no possible way to properly cover everyone
and everything that was going on during cur Washington
happening. 1t would be difficult, if not impossible, to give
proper and deserving photo/editorial exposure to all of the
deserving next of kin and their famjlies and friends, and
especially their beloved Raider. Accordingly, 1 have focused
on one Makin KIA and his “next of kin”. The reason is quite
simple. The Makin KIA was engaged to my sister, and his “next
of kin” was his best friend - all the way from grade school to
the 2nd Raiders and is now one of my dearest friends.

The reason the “next of kin” is in quotes is because Pvt.
Robert Benton Malding's actual next of kin was Ellen Drake,
a cousin, who incidentally flew in from Batswana, Africa to
be with us. She had never met Bob and after long talks and
e-mail with Harry Reynolds 2 BHQ, she asked Harry if he
would serve officially as Bob's next of kin. Naturally, he was
more than pleased to oblige and honored to represent his dear
friend of long ago.

So, if the photos and text you see and read on some of the
activities in this issue of your Patch might seem to hint of sorne
prejudice, favoritism, and even a hint of nepotism, 1 plead
guilty on all counts.

Our Makin Raiders now reside in our nation’s hallowed
ground of Arlington for eternity. They rest with other heroes
who served our country so well. 1 sincerely hope and pray
that future generations of Americans - and others, will under-
stand that because these men gave their all six decades ago,
they themselves are free to pursue their goals as they wish
and enjoy a long happy life. Something these Makin Heroes
never had a chance to do. — Patch Editor
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Corp. R. B. Maulding

He was the All-American young man. Excellent student, All-
League football player, outstanding musician. Selected
termporary Corporal, and made his Platoon’s Acting Drill
Instructor. All this before he was 18 years old. Robert Benton
Maulding died in his 18th year on Butaritari, Makin Atoll
He represented all the best of the best - A Marine Raider.

*

( Late News:

The magnificent CILHI Team, that did such a
fabulous job of getting our Makin Raiders
indentified and home, have a massive task
ahead of them. Many of them have been dis-
patched to New York’'s Manhattan to perform
their expertise on the victims of the horrendous
terrorist attack on the World Trade Center.

God bless you all.

RAIDER AUCTION

Late word from Jim Gleason 4DHQP
regarding our Annual Auction at the 2001
Reunion was all positive! “One of the best
we've had in years,” Jim reports. He also teld
the IPatch that auction items came from all
sorts of donors this year. Raiders, their wives,
widows, their sons and daughters and even

Tinsman and Bob Brochamp

— Fatch Photo

Members of the Alumni of Beverly Hills High School in attendance for the
Full Honors Burial Services at Arlington National Cemetery who came to
honor their schoolmate Robert B, Maulding stand by his casket. Left to right
are: Jack Willis, Stan Bowen, Jack Bowen, Clem Woods, Justing McCarthy,
Bob Jones, Harry Reynolds 2BHQ , John McCarthy (Patch Editor), Tike

grandchildren donated items. The result was
that we took in over $1,700 which goes into
our general fund. Jim wants to say “Thanks
a million” to all those generous folks.
A hearty “Well Done” to all concerned.
— Patch Editor




Beginning of the “LAST LEG OF A 60 YEAR JOURNEY”

- - i i

Qur precious cargo
awaits Marine pall
bearers at Hawaii’s
Hickam Field for the
trip to Arlington.

- Patch Phote . : - Palch Photo
The colors are dipped as Marine pallbearers escort caskets to Homeward Bound! Our 13 Makin Raiders and one “symbolic”
awaiting C-130's. casket are tenderly loaded aboard.

~PRalch Fliclo - Patch Photo

Active duty, Retired Military, as well as grateful citizens bid the  Naturally, the Marine Corps were well represented at the
C-130 farewell. Hickam Field departure.



HONCRED DEAD ARRIVE AT ANDREWS AFB

By Patch Editor

A small group of us drove from our Reunion Headquarters in Arlington (Crystal City) to nearby Andrews Air Force
Base in Maryland to witness the arrival of our Makin Heroes from Hickham Field, Hawaii.

As the C-130 landed we were all filled with mixed emotions. Thankful and grateful that the magnificent crew and their
precious cargo had made the long final leg of our Raiders return, safe and sound. At the same time experiencing a tremen-
dous feeling of relief, a six decade old journey coming to its conclusion.

The aircraft made its pre-determined route through the tarmack and came to a halt virtually in front of the few of us in
the Raider group, Marine Officers, media, the Marine Band and Honor Guards. When the giant engines shut down and the
props came to a stop, the tailgate was lowered and the casket removal ceremony began.

Not far from the C-130, parked in a line that would be the envy of a Parris Island D.L were fourteen large, black Cadillac
hearses. One for each of the Raiders, as well as the “symbolic” casket. The first hearse drove to the aircraft and the Marine
Honor Guards, pallbearers, Naval and Marine Corps Officers performed the ritual that, unfortunately, has been performed
a thousand times before when American servicemen who gave their lives abroad are returned to Andrews Air Force Base.
This procedure, performed with the precision of a surgeon continued until all fourteen had been tenderly secured in their
respective vehicles and driven off to Arlington National Cemetery for the following day’s Full Honors Services and Burial.

It was a very emotional experience. One that I never expect to see again. And, believe me, nobody <an do it like the
Marines!

- Fatch Pholo - Patch Photo

Awaiting the arrival of the C-130 are Col. Evans C. Carlson, What a sight! The great C-130 arrives with its precious cargo.
USMC (Ret.), Mrs. Carlscn and other unidentified members, The long flight from Hawaii was made easier with a stop in
Association President Mel Heckt, Ashley “Bill” Fisher, Aslington California.

Committee Chairman, Karen Carlson-Loving and an unidentified

lady.

Paich Pholo - Patch Phato

The Marine Corps Band, as usual, added a very special touchto  Marine Corps Honor Guards march in precision step framed
the Arrival Ceremony. Dozens of news photographers were on  between the backs of Col. Evan Carlson, son of Makin Leader
hand to record the event. Col. Evans E Carlsen, and his daughter Karen Carlson-Loving.




“ALWAYS FAITHFUL

$ M

- Patch Photo - Patch Phuto

One of the fourleen hearses that carried our Makin Raiders to  Every Marine that we talked to was wheld with emotion
their final resting place, resides next to the C-130 as Marine pall-  participating in this magnificent program. It was indeed a
bearers bring their precious cargo for the drive to Arlington, -very special time for all of us in attendance.

- Patch Photo

There aren’t enough words in the dictionary to express our sincere gratitude to the air crew of the C-130 that brought our Raiders
home after 58 years laying in unmarked graves on a lonely PacificIsle. Actually, this flight carried two complete crews and we did
all possible to personally thank each one for their expertise and devotion. Like the rest of us at the Arrival Ceremony, these
outstanding members of America’s armed forces, were experiencing something extra special from their ordinary duties. Well
done guys, and thank you again from a very grateful United States Marine Raider Association and a grateful America.
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By George MacRae 3K

Thought the Patch might like to know that not all of us rode to the gravesite after the service in Ft. Myers Chapel.
don’t know who changed the plans so that the honorary pallbearers rode the bus. Bill Fisher and I were talking with
General Jones and Bill asked if I was going to walk with them. I was honored to accompany them on such a historic
occasion.

The route was 2.1 miles from the Ft. Myers Chapel to
the gravesites following the horse drawn caisson bearing
the symbolic casket. The path to the gravesite was along
mostly tree shaded roads winding through a beautiful area
of Arlington. The Marine Band was about 100 feet ahead
of the horses and there was a steady muffled drum beat
to keep us in step. Occasionally the Band played, remem-
ber hearing “Onward Christian Soldiers” at one time and
of course “The Marine Hymn”. People with cameras were
all along the route. Some even leaving funerals at other
points to come to the curb to pay respects or take pictures.
There was a slight breeze and most of the journey was
downhill. What a memory was created that day!

We were led by General Jones in a column of three
abreast. In front right was General Jones, on his left an
aide, then on the far left was Mel Heckt, the President of
the Raider Association. Next in column on the right was a
Marine officer, to his left another officer, then Jim
“Horsecollar” Smith, an old China Marine (and a good
friend of mine) who helps at the Marine Corps Museum
at the Navy Yard at D.C. Then, on the right was my position and to my left was a younger man named Le Berge from
the Marine Corps League from North Carolina. On his left a Marine Sgt. Major from General Jones’ staff.

Immediately behind me was Retired Major Ashley “Bill” Fisher of 2nd Raiders (he has two knee replacements and
walked with a cane). To his left was Ken O'Donnell of the 4th Raiders who was Chairman of the Reunion and to his
left was Tom Vetter, who is President of the 1st Division Marine Assocjation. In the last row on the right was a great
grandson of Col. Carlson, John Loving, and on his left was Terry O'Donnell, son of Ken. To his left was another great
grandson of Col. Carlson, Benjamin Loving.

- Paich Photo

As mounted members of the U.S. Army’s Full Honiors Funeral team
prepare to deliver the 14th, the symbolic casket, to gravesite, a pleasant
rain fell on the procession.

EDITOR’S NOTE: George, we are all proud of you, Ashiey, Ken and the others for

escorting the symbolic casket to the Makin Raider gravesite. The light rain, humidity
and the emotions of the momant must have been overflowing for all of you. Gung Ho!

A Ring on the
Fickle Finger of Fate

By Patch Editor

As your Patch Editor you can probably
imagine the amount of mail, e-mail, fax and
phone communications I receive from Raid-
ers, families and others. The subject matter
is as varied as the callers and writers.

A few weeks ago I received a call from
Mrs. Louise Jurgens, widow of August
Jurgens, "A"Company, 2nd Battalion. She
had a ring that her husband had kept se-
questered for almost 60 years and she
wanted to return it to its rightful owner.

Ilistened quietly to her unique and amaz-
ing story concerning the ring.

As a member of “A” Company, Carlson’s Second Battalion, her not
yethusband August, was assisned to make the trip to Makin an board
USS Argonaute. During the voyage from Pearl Harbor to Makin Atoll
he became friends with one of the Argonaute’s crew. To the day of his
death aver 50 years later, August couldn’t remember the young sailor’s
name - only that he was a Native American Indian. When it came
time to go topside to the submarine’s deck for debarking in their
rubber boats for the raid, August’s new friend, the Native Ameri-
can, pulled him aside, gave him a few words of encouragement
and gave him his ring to take with him for good luck. He made
him promise to give it back upon his safe return to the sub from
the raid.

The ring has little jewelry value, it's not even silver. It has a
copper Indian Chief in full war bonnet and is quite worn.

August Jurgens

As fate would have it, August Jurgens survived the Makin raid
and other engagements. However, in the confusion of getting back
to the waiting submarines, August Jurgens didn’t return to Pear]
Harbor on the Argonaute, but like many others, got on beard the
Nautilus. August never saw his Native American friend again and
was unable to return the ring that he felt had, in some mysterious
way, helped bring him safely through his first combat.

August Jurgens survived the war, married, raised a daughter,
lived a happy and properous life and passed away in 1994.

Destiny had a different plan for the unknown Native American.
Less than a year later, Argonaught was sunk with all hands by Japa-
nese destroyers off New Britain 10 January, 1943.

Louise Jurgens wanted to know if we could Jocate any next of
kin of that brave and generous Native American who had be-
friended her future husband. I told her we could probably get the
Argonaught’s last master roll and start from there. It might take
awhile, but remember, finding our Makin heroes took almost 60
years. Efforts are now underway in an attempt to find a next of kin
so the ring will find its proper home. If unsuccessful, the ring will
be properly displayed, with its unique story in our Raider Room at
the Command Museum at MCRD, San Diego, California.

So, in a strange way, on 17 August 2001 at Arlington National
Cemetery, we paid homage to more than the thirteen we commited
to those hallowed grounds. In a way it was a requiem for a great
many cof those who served our country in her darkest hours. We
owe them all our deepest gratitude.

So, here’s to all Raiders, living and dead, to those gallant subma-
rine crews and tenacious APD Sailors who took cur Raiders on
countless assignments. To all those who served and served our
Raiders so well -

“May your heavenly rewards be equal to your earthly deeds.”

Semper Fideles
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- Photo courfesy of Geprge MacRae 3K
The Marine Corps Honor Guard was positioned just outside the Ft. Myers Chapel during the services. As this photo illustrates,
they were at a very respectful “parade rest” until the single casket emerged. At that time, in what sounded like a single Marine,
they were at “attention” and quick to “present arms”. They followed the cassion and Marine Corps Band to the gravesite where
the thirteen Makin Raiders were waiting. = ~

Lest We Forget Qur Comrades in Arms

CHAPE '. s ERV’ CES FM1C Vernon L. Castle ... Stillwater, Oklahoma

. P
In a service that will be remembered by all who were there, our Makin pgglxlrwﬁmsnaiesﬁallagher Wya;glgtrtee (r:\flailclft?irgr;];;l
Raiders were eulogized and praised by military chaplains as well as our Cpl Daniel A. Gaston ......... ... New York City, New York
own good Padre, Shirl Butler. *PFC Ashley W. HICKS oo, Waterford, California
Asingle casket resided in front of the altar of Ft. Myers Chapel. It repre- Capt Gerald P Hoftom ........ Palo Alto, California
sented the thirteen Raider caskets already at gravesite. *Cpl Harris J. JONSON ... . Littie Rock, lowa
The services began with a “Call to Worship” by Captain Ronald Meyer, *Cpl Kenneth K. KunKle ................... Mountain Home, Arkansas
CHC, USN. This was followed by a prayer offered by our own Shirl But- Ewl EgriyledOMLa.rslon S GlenWéJoq, Mln“?soga
ler, Chaplain of the USMRA. Next. Commander Lewis Brown, CHC, USN P\?T R o\g:rrt 8 ;:;eujlfjmz ' T V?s'f;g&;m('ﬂﬁ::

led a scripture reading. He was followed by the 32nd Commandant of the PFC Kenneth M. MORKGOMEry ... Eden. Wisconsin

Marine Corps, General James L. Jones. *PFC Norman W. Mortensen ........... Camp Douglas, Wisconsin
Our association President Melvin D. Heckt gave a heartfelt message Pvt Franklin M. Nodland e Marshalltown, lowa
about our fallen heroes and followed it with the wonderful eulogy of- Cpl Robert B. Pearson .......ocovvvvvevvvenrenn, Lafayette, California
fered by Lt. Col. Evans E Carlson a month after the Makin Raid. Pvt. Charles A. Selby ... Ontonagon, Michigan
A scripture meditation was offered by Captain Ronald Meyer, CHC, Sgt Clyde THOMASON —....cv.ocveeeee e, Atlanta, Georgia
USN that was followed by the Commendation from Commander Lewis || PFC John E. Vandenberg .........ooooccccccece Kenosha, Wisconsin
Brown, CHC, USN. The services ended with the recessional hymn. *Gol Mason 0. Yarbrough ... Sikeston, Missouri
The church services concluded with the visitors proceeding by bus to NOTE: Everyone interred at Arlington National Cemetery, Virginia
the gravesite. except were noted by an asterisk * _J)

.
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- Paten Photo - I . . . — « Palch Photo
The single casket representing the Makin KIA's was tenderly placed  Marine Corps Commandant James L. Jones, center, confers with
on its cassion for its final journey to the gravesite. Marine pall-  aides in front of the Chapel at Ft. Myers. General Jones
bearers escorted it approximately 2.1 miles under overcast skies. delivered an outstanding eulogy to our Raider dead.
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ARLINGTON'’S FULL HONORS BURIAL SERVICES

- Palch Photo

Marine Honor Guards gently lay the folded American flag on each casket. At the conclusion of the grave side services the flag was
presented to each next of kin. It was a very emotional moment for all in attendance.

- Palch Phota
United States Marine Corps Commandant General James L. Jones awaits
the arrival of the 14th casket from the Chapel via a six-horse cassion. The
General had delivered a moving eulogy in the Chapel at Ft. Myers. The
Church services were conducted before an overflowing gathering,.

- Palch Photo

Each casket was presided over by a Marine attendant.
Here he prepares to place the American flag on one
of our Makin heroes casket. The flag he is holding
would go to the Raider’s next of kin. This was the
largest such ceremony in Arlington’s long history.
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ARLINGTON’S FULL HONORS BURIAL SERVICES

| - Patch Photo

| The actual graves for our Makin Raiders are located

. - Paich Photo
aboul twenty )’E}rds from the area sh?iwn mn the.sﬁ Marine Corps Commandant James L. Jones shakes the hand of
plt’;otos. Ea‘éh actual grave site was a %rned w11t Harry Reynolds 2BHQ designated next of kin for Robert B.
a bouquet of flowers of Marine Corps red and gold. Maulding 2A, KIA Makin. Next to Reynolds are Ellen Drake and

Judy Wilson, two of Raider Maulding's cousins.

- Palch Pheto

A temporary awning was in place for all grave site visitors. Next of kin and their families were seated in front
with signs designating families by name. The entire program was handled with precision and dignity.




SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET
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- Patch Photo
The reunion crowd overflowed the banguet room. Members and guests were treated to some most interesting insights from fwo fop Marine Generals.

The big evening, as usual at our Reunjons, was the Saturday Night Banquet. It was without question the largest turnout we
have experienced in years. Bolstered by the addition of over 250 next of kin and their relatives, our room could barely hold them
all. Many Raiders brought numerous members of their families and even friends to share in this most unique experience.

Blessed with two outstanding guest speakers, both Marine Generals, the program was certainly one of our better ones. Plaques
were presented to deserving Raiders and others. The evening was light on Association business and the crowd settled down to
enjoy the food and grog and the good company we all shared.

One thing is certain, those two hundred and fifty relatives of our Makin next of kin took home a whole new attitude about
Marine Raiders, about Gung Ho, about Semper Fidelis. They are all now true believers - to the Corps.

- Palch Phole - Patch Pholo

Lie_u!en_an! General E.R.. Bednrd, LISMC was an _o»_«tsfand‘:'ng guest speaker. Here  Goypral Paul X, Kelly, LSMC (Ret.), former Marine Corps Commandant gave

he is with our sole surviving Medal of Honor recipient, Dick Bush 2D4HQ. a mosk interesting speech. He is shown here with one of our Fast Association
Presidents, Col. John B. Sweeney, LISMC (Ret.)

1st 2nd 3rd 4005

- Palch Pheto - Palch Photo
Raider Association Board Members, Chuck Meacham 3K and George Mac Rae 3K, Lt. Gen. Bedard, back to camera, visits with Col. Evans Carlson, the son of Second
romgratulate each other on a job well done. On to New Orleans! Battalion C.Q. Evans E Carlson, during our dinner reception.




RAIDER REUNION REVIEW

- Patch Phola
“Step Right Up Folks” ... Ken “Mudhole” Merrill is all smiles for our Patch
camera. The cocktail reception prior to our banquet was well attended. Great
time to visit with old and new friends.
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- Palen Pholo

Two of the nicest people you'll ever meet. Jim and Winnie
Ware 1HQ came in from Bakersfield, California and had a
marvelous time.

- Palch Photo

- Patch Phole

Either Jim Gleason’s head is getting too big or the hal’s too small. As
usual Jim did an cutstanding job as our Auctioneer. We raised over
$1,700 - the best in years, The campaign hat went for a pretty penny.
Nice going, Jimmy!

- Patch Photo

ABOVE:

Bob Myers, who never misses a reunion, and his wife Alicia had
a great time. Bob, who was a member of 4DQ), served as Father
Redmond’s aide for some time. He must have felt a bit of deja
vu during some of the ceremonies.

LEFT:

Our Association President Mel Heckt was treated to a surprise
gift at our board meeting. Ashley “Bill” Fisher 2B, and Jim
Gleason 4DQ) presented Mel with a framed front page photo
(Mel between two Marines in dress blues) that appeared in
the Sioux Falls Argus Leader following the Harris Johnsen
funeral in Little Rock, lowa.



- Palch Photo

Now here this... “My Grandfather is a Marine
Raider!” That's what Danielle Reynolds shouts
from her tabletop platform in our hospitality
room. Danielle is the daughter of Greg and Diane
Reynolds. Greg is the son of Harry and Kiki
Reynelds 2BHQ. All were onhand in D.C., as well
as the Reynold’'s other son, Bob, and his wife
Mikko. They came all the way from Hawaii.

RAIDER REUNION REVIEW

- Patch Photo

Dell Freeling, Timi Beeler, Jack Freeling, Jeanne & Elmer Mapes always enjoy the socializing

at our Reunions. It was great seeing Timi back on board.

- Paich Pholo

- Palch Pholo
Above:
As usual, the Hospitality Room was
“where the action” was. Raiders,
friends, next of kin, Marines, and
others gathered there daily to swap
tall tales and mailing addresses.

*
*‘k

*

LEFT: Stan and Jack Bowen, high
school classmates of Makin KIA Bob
Maulding lock over phete storyboard
of the Makin recovery. This board was
created by the Patch so that next of
kin and relatives could see how the
incredible recovery was done, Both
boards were denated to the Richmend
Raider Museum for permanent display
with Makin artifacts.
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HlStOIy gf the Your Raider Association Has Made a

SPEOIAI. PURCHASE

'. O NADIEARD Very Limited Suppl)’, Only:

=
“This book is a must for every N ey, { PPING &
serious Marine Historian or / "’)”'e, < INCLUDES SHIPPIN .
o 7, HANDLING AND PROTECTIVE
Collector, % PLASTIC COVER!
SUFERIOR QUALITY' We are pleased to announce the release of our new title, Marine Raiders — More Than a

Few Good Men, now for sale nationwide. After two and a half years of labor it is here to be
enjoyed by all who have an interest in these brave warricrs and their proud legacy It
- V chronicles sueh subjects as: History of the Marine Raiders from their formation through
’ﬂ RN World War IL * Eyewitness war stories as told by the Raiders themselves * Biographies of
v E& Marine Raiders * List of World War IT decorated vets * Complete membership roster #
'}ﬂ T\ History of the Marine Raider Association * Index

Make Checks Payable o

Beautful 9 x 12-inch hardcover book, Acid-lree archive qualily U. S Marine Raider Association
paper, Smyth-sewn binding for long life, Historic photographs 704 Caaper Court
cover to cover, 120 pages Arlington, TX 76011-5550
rr—-————"——— T T T "
Ship to

l
This 1$ & limited edition printing
and probabdly will nol be |
reprinted. Order oday wiile
supply 12515 and enjoy ihis proud | Phone l
fustory of the Manne Raiders, | I
much OF it 11 their own words! Credit Card # Exp date

] Name Address

THE SOLOMONS CAMPAIGNS
by William L. McGee
America's First Offensive After Pearl
Harbor... and the Major Turning

ALL NEW VIDEO!

‘HISTORY OF THE
MARINE RAIDERS”
Point in the Pacific War!

Chronicles ALL significant land, sea O R D E R N OW!

and air action, from Guadalcanal to * READY FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY)|

Bougainville, under ONE cover.
The author continues his coverage VIDEQ FEATURING CAMPAIGNS FROM

of the new shore-to-shore land- MAKIN THROUGH BOUG AWV’ME

ing craft crews, profiled in The Plus archive highlights and rare footage
Amphibians Are Comingl, as interviews and comments.
they move up the Slot with

WRRMIL SRS cach campaign. $5 of purchase price
688 pages, 352 Hlustrations, plus appendices, notes, bibliography & goes to Raider
index. ISBN 0-9701678-7-3 Charitiesl!
Softcover $39.95 plus $4 shipping. CA res. add 7.75% sales tax

VIDEO PRICE:

For fastest service, Call toll-free 1-888-293-8250. “One of the
Or to order by mail, send your check made payable to BMC to: very best efforts 2995
E=:d PUBLICATIONS PO Box 5768 Santa Barbara CA 93150 on Marine - S
_____ '100% Satisfaction Guarantee Raiders and s 5351
ORDER TODAY! PLEASE SEND ___ COPIES TO: their history.”
NAME
ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO:
MILLS ASSOCIATES

Charge my {]VISA {1 MasterCard 51 GARNET LANE
CAPE GIRADEAU, MO 63701

No. Exp. Date
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RAIDER REUNION REVIEW

- Paich Phote
“Well Done!” Our President Mel Heckt has just
presented Ken O’Donnell 4CP with the
Association’s Certificate of Appreciation for the
outstanding job tie and his family did serving as
our host Reunion Chairman. With Ken are his
wife “Bucky”, daughter Carol Oaks and his son
Terry. Many thanks O'Donnells.

R
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- Palch Pholo
“Living Legends”... Well, maybe! Bob Powers,
Chuck Meacham, and George MacRae, all former
members of the Ist. PIt., K Co., 3rd Bn. had a great
time talking about the “old days” at this year’s
Reunion. “B. Sing” is probably the most partici-

pated activity at any reunion.

- Paich Photo
fim and Nancy Gleason look like honeymooners
in this photo. We caught them in a quiet moment
after the banquet. By the way, we had prepared
for 300 at dinner. 534 meals were served. One of
our largest banquets ever!

- Paich Photo
Association 1st VP Chuck Meacham is seen here
with Marine Corps Commandant, General James
L. Jones during a visit to the 8th and I for the
Friday evening parade. Surviving Makin Raiders
were taken on a tour of the Commandant’s
home before the Marines put on their magnificent

program.

Genuine
Raider
Heroces

- Patch Pholo

F Acts of Generosity

Nancy Kilgore, daughter of Charles
2E (deceased), brought a Raider
Banner at our Chicago Reunion last
year and donated it back for this
year’s auction. Eleven members of
the 4th Raider Battalion chipped in
and paid $210.00 for it, the money
going to our general fund. In turn,
the 11 Raiders donated it to our Rich-
mond Museum. Thanks to all con-
cerned. Those were nice gestures.

Need Donor ldentity
Will the Raider who donated the
Jap pack, flag, photos, cartridge
pouch, belt, coin purse and canteen
engraved “Guam”, “Guadalcanal”.
“New Zealand” and many names,
please contact the Patch Editor,
John McCarthy? Phone, address
and e-mail on page 3 of this issue.
With all that was going on at the
D.C. Reunion, he misplaced and/or
lost your name and contact. Again,
thanks for your generosity to our
Raider Room.

interesting Note...

The last surviving Raiders of the
original Charter Members of the
United States Raider Association
are:
¢ Jack T. Barnes 2ZHQ BH
* Richard Blanchard 2HQ E 4HQ
* James Casey 2B
{Makin Corpsman)
* John Fasana 2HFE HQ
(Corpsman)
* James Mandella 4 D HQ
* Kenneth McCullough 2B
(Makin)

The Palch thanks Archie Rackerby
for this bit of information.

Two of the men most responsible for our
being able to have our 2001 Reunion and
Arlington Ceremony are these two
gentlemen from CILHI. Bradley Strum,
left, was the man in charge of the dig at
Makin that discovered and recovered
our Raiders. Dr. Wm. “Bill” Belcher, a
forensic anthropologist did much of the
DNA testing to identify our Makin KIA's.
Their dedication and devotion was un-
equaled, even among Raiders and next-
of kin. CILHI, what a great team of
Americans!




- Patch Photo
Nancy Kilgore, daughter of the late Charles
Kilgore 2AE poses for our Patch camera with
Del Larson, a former B-47 pilot who accom-
panied your Editor to the Reunion and

- Palch Photo
“Seems like old times.” Two veterans of
Jacques Farm, Jack T Barnes 1C2EH and
Harry Reynolds 2BHQ get a big laugh out
of something while visiting our very busy

- Patch Pholo
Attending a meeting of the Next of Kin with
Corps and Raider Association officials, Tom
and Mary Anne Holtom (foreground), smile
for our Patch camera. Tom is the nephew of
Capt. Thomas Holtom 2nd Bn., language
officer KIA Makin. They came in from

helped take photos and gather info for your

Patch. Many thanks, Del. hospitality room.

- Patch Pholo

Association President mel Heckt and our
Treasurer Steve Klos get serious for a mo-
ment during the reunion. Don’t worry, they
loosened up right after the photo was taken.

Newport Beach, CA.
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- Patch Pholo
These three Makin Raid survivors were kept busy with conversa-
tion from eager next of kin of our Makin casualties. Left to right
are: Duane Paulson 2BE, Ben Carson 2BE and Ken “Mudhole”
Merrille 2B. They really enjoyed themselves at the reunion.

- Palch Pholo

QOur stalwart Historian, Jerry Beau, center receives a well earned
award from Association President Mel Heckt. Jerry’s unselfish ef-
forts have immeasurably made our organization one of the best, if
not THE best. Ashley “Bill” Fisher approves whole heartedly.

- Palch Photo
Jennifer Nasarenko, who was of tremendous help in the Makin
recovery effort is seen here with our Arlington Burial Committee
Chairman, Ashley “Bill” Fisher. Bill did a magnificent job coordi-
nating a very difficult program.




- Paich Photo

Owur good Padre Shirl Butlerand his better half,
Vandetta really enjoyed themselves at this
year’s reunion. Shirl was kept busier than
usual due to the nature of our get together.

- Patch Photo
Doug Baily, left, who is starting up a Marine
Museum in Georgia poses for our Patch
camera with Glen Arnold 1C. It looks like
Glen’s uniform belongs in the museum!
Can you believe it still fits? Just wondering,
Glen, but you've got more hash marks than

stripes. Want to tell us about it, Glen?

- Fafen Fhoto

Jim “Horse” Smith, foreground, chats with friends just after the Chapel services. Others
recognized in photo are Mel Heckt, left of Jim and George MacRae, in white cap by wall.

“All Four, Six Foot Three...”

These fine young
men served as Flag
Bearers and Honor
Guards during our
Saturday nightban-
© quet. As usual, they
were a proud four-
some. They couldn't
have been near as
proud as we were of
them. Yes, the Corps
is in good hands.
Thanks, fellas.

SAD NEWS
FROM MAKIN

By Patch Editor

We are saddened toreport that our last
living contact from the Makin Raid and
Butaritar, Makin Atcll has passed away.

It was reported to the Patch that Mr.
Tokarei Bureimoa, who as a youngster of
16 helped bury our Makin KIA's after the
Raider assault team had departed. At the
request and payment from Lt. Col. Evans
F Carlson, the islanders did precisely as
asked. Many, including Makin veterans,
were skeptical in as much as the Japanese
routinely cremated their dead. There was
no reason to believe they would bury the
American dead. The same with many
Pacific islanders. After several generations
of life cycles, many small islands would
be nothung but a cernetery. Land was, and
still is, very precious.

Mr. Bureimoa was instrumental in
pointing out the location of our Raider
mass grave to our Cilhi Team that made
the remarkable recovery. His memory
was still in tact well into his 80's.

When news of his death reached us, a
plaque from our grateful Raider Associa-
tion was enroute via our contact, Mr.
Alfred Capelle in the Marshall Islands. M
Capelle will now deliver the plaque to Mr.
Bureimoa’s son.

Mr. Tokarei Bureimoa

WELCOME LADIES

It was great seeing several of our re-
cently widowed Raider wives on hand for
our terrific 2001 Reunion. We probably
missed a few names, if 5o, let us know,

Those with us included: Timi Beeler,
widow of Mike, one of our Past Associa-
tion Presidents; Mary Baldwin, widow of
one of our great Raiders, Bob 2H; Hilaire
Geraldine Daly, widow of Tom 2H, a great
Marine; and Lupe Allen, widow of Cecil
Allen 2E, one of the most fun people to
be around.

Thanks gals for helping make our re-
cent Reunion one of the very best ever.
Hope to see ya’ all in New Orleans!
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“ON THE PROWL’

Ralph Smith, Jeft and
Paul Mahoney, both of
3C pose for a New
Zealand camera back
in ‘43, The two were
assigned light duty
(shore patrol after being
discharged from the
hospital y Wonder what
those sticks were for?

Here are Paul and Ralph with the “souveniers” they
brought back from New Zealand, Janet Smith and Bunny
Mahoney. The lovely ladies married their Marine sweet-

RAIDER MORTENSEN hearts many years ago and in spite of being separated by

the land between the Atlantic and Pacific, the couple have

SERVIGES IN MAY remained close friends after all these years. Thanks for the

photos, Paul, this is the kind of stuff we love.

3., 3L ]
S i~ GREAT TV TAPE ON RAIDERS

John Mills of Millworks, a television preduction company,
has put together a really terrific video on the Marine Raiders.
He has combined a selection of archival footage that, for the
most part, hasn’t been seen by many Americans.

Titled “Marine Raiders of WWII”, the tape is very well done
and a very professional presentation of our Raider heritage.

This really is one that will explain to your family, friends
and especially the younger members of your family, what
being a Marine Raider was all about. After they see it, you
won't have to do much more explaining,

Take a tip from the Patch. Get a copy of this tape if you
don’t ever buy another World War II video. It's available
from MIll Associates, 51 Garnet Lane, Cape Giradeau, MO
63701 for $29.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling - and worth
every penny.

BOUGAINVILLE BOUND

The remains of Makin Raider Norman W. Mortenson reside in the
mortuary prior te gravesite services in Camp Douglas, Wisconsin. Pfc.
Mortensen’s dress blues, complete with all decorations were buried with
his remains.

The Patch received a wonderful letter from Arleen Meyer, sister
of Makin KIA Norman W. Mortensen. She sent us photos and clip-
pings of his services and some thoughful words regarding the fu-
neral held in the shade of a tali tree on a family plot at Camp Dou-
glas, Wisconsin. Her letter with enclosures arrived in early June
and this issue of your Patch was the first timethere was room to
acknowledge it.

“It was a very special and wonderful service, a very fitting, sol-
emn, beautiful farewell to a fine Marine Raider,” she told us.

“Freedom is not free, and millions live in freedom today because
Norman answered the Call,” said Lt. Cmdr. Steve Huff of the 2nd o _
Battalion, 24th Marines from Madison, WS. b : ¢ f o

For those readers that may be unaware, all of our Makin KIA's
were buried in a similar fashion illustrated in the accompanying

A group of 2nd Raiders relax on the USS Floyd Clymer enroute to

photo. Full Dress Blues, with all medals and ribbons they earned Bougainville. They include, left to right: Chesley Baker, Bob Bressler,
were placed in the caskets with the remains, Tom Cleary and Don E. Bennett.




Editor's Note: The photos on these scrapbook pages were seirt bo us by Guniy Dick Stathr 3HQ. They are just a few
of many great images from war in the Solomons. We'll have more in future issues of the Patch.

KNOW YOUR ENEMY ...
The official Marine Corps caption on this photo reads: “A few midwest
Marines get some pointers from another midwest boy on how a jap weapon
works. Left to righl: Pfc. Robert Icenegle of Kansas City, KS; Cpl. Frank
Pinkston, Clinton, MO; Sgt. Richard Staihr, Kansas City, KS; Pfc. Lee Dun-
ham, Hutchinson, KS.” The photo and caption did wind up in the Kansas
CityStar. No location or date available.

Scouts and snipers of the 3rd Raider Bn, wait for the cards to be shuffled
for a game of chance. The second from left is Intelligence Officer Capt,
Cleason. Next to him is Executive Officer of 3rd Bn. Capt. Leppig. The olher
two are unidentified.

“NEW GEORGIA WAS BRUTAL”
A Corpsman atlends a wounded Raider in a makeshift “hospital” on New
Georgia. That campaign was an especially rough one for the Raiders and is
sadly overlooked by historians. {Col. John Sweeney’s book review on
“Inte the Shadows Furious: The Brula! Battle for New Georgia” by Brian
Altobello will appear in our next Patch

“WARM DINNER, WE'LL DRINK TO THAT”
A Raider field kitchen in the true sense of the word. 3rd Bn. Raiders make
do with what they have, which usually wasn't much. It was chow time on
New Georgia. From the interest of the onlookers, it looks more like a still!

“STRATEGY SESSION”
Farleftis Lt. Col. Joe McCaffery. He was KIA on Bougainville 42 days after
this photo was taken on New Georgia. Others identified in this photo
are: Col. Liversedge (backview), Maj. Currin and Col. Criffin. All were
exceplional officers.

“SILENCED NAMBU MG~
This Jap nambu machine gun equipped with anti-aircraft sights was one of
many weapons captured during the New Georgia campaign. If anyone
thought that the Japs preduced inferior weapons, they never heard or saw
one of these babies in action. They were excellent.



Here’s a photo of our PBY’s standing by to take Raider wounded out of
harim’s way that we've not seen before. It appears te be from a group of
photos taken by Raider Sal Gatto. The location was Enogai, New Georgia,

\

Photo taken of Ken “Mudhole” Merrill 2B after his return from the Pacific:
Notation on reverse of photo: “Jap flag, Nov. 1942, Guadalcanal. We killed
four Japs, one had this flag, I got it.” “Mudhole” was 17 at the time.

“CAN ANYONE IDENTIFY THIS RAIDER?”
We've had this photo for years, shown it around, still no L.D. The license
plate on the car is California 1942. Looks like it could have been taken at
Jacques Farm in San Diego.

Captured Jap 155mm gun from Enogia. Cpl. Harris wanted to shoot them
at Kolcbangara but the breech locks were gone and Col. Liversedge said
“Not” Probably saved Harris and others lives. The blast out of the breech
would have been as great as that out of the muzzle,
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NEW MEMBERS

HONOR ROLL

. R &

ARNOLD, Joseph E. (1EA) 6/11/01
ASPEL, Paul W. (2DG) 12/20/96
BEZAK, Nicholas Jr. (2EH) Unknown
DEES, Paul F (3ECL) 1991
HALCOMB, Chester (3BK) 5/13/01
HALL, Bolling Jr. (4DHQ) 12/26/00
IRVINE, Philip G. {(3DM) 4/18/01
JURGENS, August G. (2AF) 3/16/94
MURREN, Leland I. (4DQ) 3/7/01
PINCKNEY, Jay J. Jr. {1B} 3/2/0%
PORTEUR, David {2nd Bn) 1998
QUINTANA, Joe A. (3K} 1/01
ROBINETT, Fredgirick (1C) 7/1/96
ROCOFF, Theodore (4AHQ) 6/00
STALEY, Banks W. (2cf & 1A) 12/00
STODDARD, Waite (4HQ) 1983
WEISNEWSKI, Joseph A. (2EH} 2/01
WOQOD, Samuel D. (4HQP) 5/14/01

(  DONATIONS FROM CARING\
RAIDERS AND FRIENDS

Robert P Steinnerd & Family

« In memory of Philip G. Irvine (2EH)
Judy Heumann

= In memory of her Father,

Raider Wemner J. Heumann
Harris F. Wallace, Jr.

« In memory of Louis R. Adams (3HQ}
Lincoln Hastings

* In memory of Donald S. Chance
Mrs. Thomas J. Carmody
\_ * In memory of Donald S. Chance Y,

MEMBERSHIP STATUS

Note: Status Report numbers vary on a day to day
basis. Reports of amember's death, relurned mail
indicitive of abad address or an unreported move,
and changes in status such as from Annual to Life
Membership are the basis for changés in numbers.
A total of 1,212 were reported on the rolls in the
May/dune/July issue of the Patch. 58 members
have been added as new members, 18 re~
ported as having made Tinal muster; and 87
dropped from the mailing list and our Active rolls.

Category Life Annual
Raiders 429 419
Henorary 122 103
Associate 23 &2
Organizations 5 1
Suppfiers 2 1
TOTALS 581 586
GRAND TOTAL 1,167

WELCOME ABOARD!
AMO, Mark R. ...l Honorary Life  McCAFFERY, Starr D............. Honorary Life
ARREOLA, Remigic (2B} ......c.ccce.e, Annual MEADOWS, Demra .............. Honorary Life
BABOS, Joseph C.......... Annual Associate  MEGAN Francis............. Annual Associate
BAILEY, J. Doug ............. Annual Honorary  MOON, Donna ........cccee e Honorary Life
BRADY, Klgin E. ........ccoevnne Associate Life  MORGAN, James M. ....... Honorary Annual
BRENMNEN, George L. {4Q)} ............ Annual  NENNINGER, Ronald ..... Annual Associate
BROOKS, Harry D. ......... Annual Associate  PAHIOS, Michael ..o...o.......... Associate Life
COLLINS, Jeremiah D., ... Annual Honorary ~ PAULSON, Duane (2BE) ................ Annual
DEL GAUDIO, George..... Annual Associate  PERRY, Robert L............ Annual Associate

DESENA, Angelo A, (17} ... Annual  PETERSON, Robert L. ... Annual Associate
DRAKE, Christian ........... Annual Associate  PETROW, Georgieanna .. Annual Honorary
DRAKE, Morgan ............. Annual Associate  PIKE, Charles T................ Honorary Annual
DRAKE, Ronald E. .......... Annual Asscciate  PUFFER, Donovan P........ Annual Honorary
EDSON, Herbert R. ......... Annual Honorary ~ REYNOLDS, James C. ... Annual Honorary
GAMBLE, Bob ... Honorary Life  ROBERTSON, James (2H&S) ... Annual
HEUMANN, Judy............. Annual Honorary  ROUNDS, George M. (1st Rdr. Regt. H & §)
IVEY, Dannye Drake ....... Annual Associate i Annual
JABLONSKI, Harriet ........ Annual Honorary ~ SAYLOR, Harold D. ........ Annual Asscciate
JACOBSON, John ........... Annual Honorary  SEVERS, Edwin B. ... Associate Life
JONES, Donald R. (1A&Q) ............. Annual  SMITH, George W. ......... Annual Associate
JURGENS, Louise M. ........... Honorary Life ~ STODDARD, Christopher...... Honorary Life
KING, Daniel .............oe... Annual Honorary ~ SWANSON, Roy ............ Annual Associate
KJELLAND, David ............ Annua!l Honorary  TATUM, Chuck W. .......... Annual Associate
KORSMEYER, Norman R. (2FH) .......... Life  TERREY, John N. (31} .....cccco e Annual
KUHN, Vernon C. (3K) ..o Life VARGAS, Mark ............ Annua! Associate
LINN, James P, lll .......... Annual Associate  WAGHELSTEIN, Daniel .. Annual Associate
LYNCH, Gail M. ............... Annual Associate = WELLER, Robert N, .............. Associate Life
MARDER, Murrey (1st Rdr Regt HQ) ... Life ~ WILCOX, Harold F. ......... Annual Associate
Marine Corps Legacy Museum ..., Organiz.  WILLIAMS, George H. .... Annual Associate
McALLISTER, Sigred K. ........ Honorary Life  WILSON, Judy L. ............ Annual Associate
m - - -
- Coolin’ his heels in the “brig”
BN e g e | wiliam B McCall
s . : - | 24 looking like the

sheriff of Dodge City,
stands guard at the
Battalion Brig on
Guadalcanal.
“Phillipine” Bill McCall
got that name quite
naturally. He had
escaped from the
Phillipines and the
Japanese to enlist in the
Marines. His good
buddy James F Platteter
is the Raider behind the
barbed wire. McCall
was a Makin Raider and
lives in Denver, CO.

Looks like Jim could
stick his hand right
through the wire, grab
McCall's 45 and
accomplish the “Great
Escape”. Have no idea
what the offense was.
Doesn’t matter after 60
years anyway! Does it?




Please, aiways inciude your Battalion and
Company(s) when writing to the Editor.

To the Editor:

Ahoy! Enclosed is my check in the
amount of $229.95 for a copy of the book
“History of the Marine Raiders.” The
couple of extra $$3's are for whatever is
needed by the association at the mo-
ment. You guys in “high places” made
a mistake when you allowed me to
become a life member because (prior
to that) I could remember to add a
little to the yearly. Now I can hardly
remember what it is for or why I am
sending the money! Thank God I can
still count my golf scores, though it
takes a while to remember just what
and where each took place.

I (once again) could not attend
the reunion mainly because my wife
will not travel and I don’t care to
travel alone. When I leave my house
my wife attaches a shipping tag to my
collar. I thought she wanted me re-
turned until I discovered the return
address was not even in Oak Harbor,
where we live!

Hope all went well at the reunion
and we can continue to serve.

SEMPER FI,

Roy V. Owen 1B

To the Editor:

The recent reunion and Arlington
Ceremony in Washington was really
exceptional. My hat goes off to ali of
those who put the whole thing to-
gether. Well done!

However, one incident that put a
damper on the Reunion, for me at
least, was the glaring omission of the
name of Ben Carson 2BE from the list
of people who worked so hard in get-
ting our Makin KIA's recovered. To the
best of my knowledge, Ben and the
late Steve Zentner 2EH, worked thejr
butts off on this project long before
anyone else gave it any notice at all,
except lip service. I can only hope it
was an honest mistake.

GUNG HO,

Kenneth “Mudhole” Merrill 2B

Editor’s Note: "Mudhole” Merrill was a
Makin Raider, as was Ben Carson. The 2001
Reunion had eight (8) Makin Raiders on
hand. There would have been nine (9} but
Howard “Buck” Stidham’s Doc said “no” to
a long trip and he had to cancel. We missed
ya “Buck”,

To the Edifor:

Dear Sirs - enclosed is a check for
$50.00 to help with some of your ex-
penses. I thank you dearly for send-
ing the Raider Patch to me. I truly en-
joy it and your kindness.

Thank you so much again,

Mrs. Mary Mucciaccio

Widow of Patrick H. 1HQ

BULL 7 & SHEET

To the Editor:

Hello - Enclosed find my check for
$29.50 for a copy of “History of the Makin
Raiders” as advertised in .the Patch. My
husband was Lt. Col. Francis L. White and
was in the 4th Bn. under Col. Roosevelt,
When he was alive we attended several
reunions and [ still receive the Patch, as
he was a Life Member. I eventually intend
to donate the book to our local library in
his memory as I believe there should be a
book on the historyof the Raiders and
their importance, for everyone to read.
Too many of our young people know too
little of the events of World War II and
what our men sacrificed.

Thank you. Sincerely,

Mrs. Francis L. White, widow

of Col. Francis L. White, 4HQ

Editors Note: Excellent idea, the library
donation. Educale the younger generation
and keep the flame burning.

To the Editor:

Ahoy Raiders - Sorry to be late,
but I was in the hospital for a replace-
ment pacemaker. Should have lasted
10 years but petered outin 7! Enclosed
is a check for $50 which should cover
me for two years.

Regards,

Jack Z. Aaroe 2BHQ

To the Editor:

Iam sorry L forgot to mailin the dues
for the Rajder Patch. Merton has been in
a rest home for quite some time. I had a
very serious heart attack last summer. He
does love to read the Patch. If any of his
3K friends would drop him a line in care
of our home address, I know it would
cheer him up. (Merton Graham 3K, 54
Rome Rd., Rome ME 04963).

Thank you Raiders,

Betty Graham

To the Editor:

Hello USMRA - Thanks for the
“wake up call” I have been battling
prostate cancer and old age, and
shingles! I signed a release of m
Raider song, “Gung Ho” to the U.5.
Marine Raider Association to a music
company in Missouri.

Thanks again and Semper Fidelis,

H.E. LeBlanc 2A

"o the Editor:

Here’s a snap of the ole” newspaper
nan, and as you can see, I neither look
5, and I don’t act it either! The best of
uck to you and all the Raiders, in the
rwvent 1 don’t hear from you again!

“Semper Fi” and “Gung Ho” - plus
sod bless you and your family. That’s

another thing I never had, never got
married!
jim B. McDonough 31

To the Editor:

Always delighted to receive my copy
of the Raider Patch and will always feel
honored and privileged to be associated
with you great Marines. Still hoping to
hear from anyone who might remember
my uncle, Cpl. Floyd Oliver of Company
O, 4th Raider Battalion.

Thanks so much and Semper Fidelis,

Gunny Sgt. Don Stanley USMC {Ret.)

FPO. Box 44

Walpole, Maine 04573

Editors Note: How about it you 4th Raiders?
Let the Gunmny hear from you.

To the Editor:

My Dad attended the Arlington
Ceremonies for the Makin Raiders. He
brought back a very beautiful bronze
commermorative coin. It had a full color
Raider patch ¢n one side and the Marine
Corps emblem on the other. I would like
to buy three more, one for each of his
grandchildren (my kids). How can I get
them?

Sincerely,
Mrs. Erin Romer
Newport Beach, CA

Editor’s Note:

Glad you ask! You'll find information and an
order form on page 27. The medallions were a
tremendous hit at our recent Reunion and
Arlington affair. They are a tremendous
momento of a most urique and historical event
in Raider History.




To the Editor:

Enclosed is a check in the amount of
$30.00 The additional $25.00 is for the
membership dues for Joseph A. Baptista,
Jr, a Marine Raider and my Father.

Thave also enclosed the original West-
ern Union telegraph my grandfather re-
ceived when my father was wounded on
July 21, 1944, Feel free to list my father’s
name, address and phone number in the
Raider Patch if you have space. I know
he would appreciate communicating
with Marine Raiders he has carried in his
heart over the years.

Also, enclosed are two pictures of my
Father and a description of date, place,
etc. Thought you might want them for
the Patch.

Thank you for your assistance,
Tina Baptista Troupe (HON 8)

Joseph A. Baptista 3K is seen receiving the
Purple Heart for wounds received in action,
27 July, 1944. Pholo taken on New Caledonia.
Joe is the third man in the front row.

1o the Editor:

I am researching the history of a
Marine Raider, Edward Earl Jolley,
(1A) Serial #498692. We know that he
was in a picture taken of the 1103rd pla-
toon, USMC San Diego, on Dec. 6, 1942,
was wounded three times, once 26 July,
1944 in Guan (at which point he was with
B Company, 1st Battalion, 4th Marine
Regt., st Provisional Brigade Reinf,, and
was discharged Oct. 3, 1945. We've writ-
ten to get his service records, but would
really like to find someone who knew
him during the War. We also have
many photographs of action and (pre-
sumably) Raiders that we would like to
have identified. We can scan these
and send copies. Could you give us
info on how to go about finding this
information. Mr. Jolley is now deceased
and never talked about his war experi-
ence, but his family is most eager to learn
what they can. Thank you for any help
you can provide.

Sincerely,

Linda Bean

{Writing at the request of Ed Jolley, Jr.)
email: bean@10linc.net

Please, always include your Battalion and
Company(s) when writing to the Editor.

BULL ¥ ¥ GHEET

To the Editor:

Thanks for the reminder. My wife’s
check is enclosed for dues. As a approach
my 80th year it is with ever increasing
thanks for the “Raider Years” and the
buddies who remain and those who have
gone ahead of us. Men like Mason
Yarbrough of 5.E. Missouri and Kenneth
Kunkle of Arkansas whose final services
I was privileged to attend this year fol-
lowing their return home. Best to all Raid-
ers.

Semper Fidelis
Keith H. Davis 4HQ

To the Editor:

Enclosed is my check for dues for both
me and my son, Michael (a Marine who
served in Vietnam), Clark. He is Honor-
ary {done a year ago). I am a 4th Raider
Bn. guy who ended up WWII as member
of Fox Co., 2nd Bn., 3rd Marine Diw.

Hopefully the 100 bucks ($100) will
cover both Mike and me through 12/31/
02. If not, please let me know. Earlier this
year the doctors stuck a “hang” valve in
my heart and a couple of bypasses for
good measure. Hey, being less than I used
to be healthwise, is still a lot better than
the alternative, right?

Gung Ho anyway,
Harry L. Clark 4HQ

To the Editor:

I keep forgetting to pay my dues, so 1
would like to change my status from
memmber to LIFE and then when the time
comes around the next time, I will be paid
up! Talked to Jerry Beau a while back.

Semper Fi
Lincoln Hastings 4HQ

To the Edifor:

Ran across this photo which you may
want to put in the patch. Also, do not see
Donald Chance in our listing. If by chance
you should see my old Company Com-
mander from the old Philly Naval Yard
of 1950, Col. Williarn Barber USMC (Ret.),
please tell him Gunny Billings says “hi”.

Thank You,
Robert T. Billing

Editor’s note: Thanks for the note and photo,
Bob. Col. Wm. Barber is a close neighbor of
mine and I'll definitely get your “hi” to him.
As you know, Col. Barber was awarded the
Medal of Honor for his actions in Korea.

"Brass Laughs”
Brig. Gern. Kriegur, Maj. Cushman and Maj.
Gen. Merritt Edson, enjoy a good laugh on
the Yougil Man airstrip at Pohang, Korea.
Photo was taken in May of 1953. Thanks
Royaf for the input,

To the Editor:

[ found your e-mail address listed
on the Raider website andperhaps
you can help me. I know it’s a long
shot, but I'm trying to find any Znd
Raiders who might remember my
uncle. His name was David Porteur
and served with a mortar squad dur-
ing the Bouganville campaign. My
uncle passed away about three years
ago and I have been trying to locate
any former 2nd Raiders that might
have remembered him. He hajled
from Hollister, CA (where I now live).

Don’t ever recall him sharing what
Company he was assigned to.

Best Regards,
Mike Hagins
Hollister, CA
e-mail: mhagins@jps.net

To the Editor:

Howdy! Thanks so much for the copy
of the special issue of the “Raider Patch.”
It helped in our planning,.

Best Regards,
Harold Hards 4HQ

To the Editor:

Here are a few photos from our last
Reno mini-reunion. As you can see from
the smiles, everyone had a good time, as
usual. If we stay healthy and hang in
there, we’ll have a repeat performance
next May at John Ascuaga’s Nuggel in
Reno, NV. We've had the last four mini’s
there! Best to you & Semper Fi.

Archie Rackerby 3K

One Beer Between Five Raiders!
Enjoying a recent Reno Mini-Rewnion are: Left to
right: Ira Gilliand 1HQE, Joe Bague 31, Royal Billing
18, Enrmitt Hays THQ3K and Norman Lapp 3M.
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A FEW ARLINGTON-RAIDER MEDALLIONS AVAILABLE

Shortly before cur D.C. Reunion and
Arlington program I contacted a company
that manufactures medals, medallions,
and commerative coins. Hopefully we
could get something together that could
be a lasting momento of this most histerical
event. A long story short-it was exactly
11 days from my first phone call to them
that the product was delivered to me at
the DoubleTree Hotel, our Reunion Head-
quarters.

They are simply beautiful. In antique
bronze with full color Raider emblem on
one side and the Arlington Cemetery
information on the other.

By Patch Editor

They are heavy gauge and will last
forever. The proceeds from the sale of
these medallions will go towards a future
monument and plague to our Makin
KIA's, hopefully in Arlington, but if that’s
not possible, another appropriate site
would be selected from several choices.
Consideration would be given tlo
Quantico, MCRD San Diego, or Parris
Island.

I had also commissioned an artist/

sculpturer to provide a rendering of a
lifesize Raider and a plaque depicting a
submarine with two rubber boats filled
with Raiders departing for the beaches of
Butaritari.
At the start of this project, it wasn’t, and
still isn’t an Association effort, although
the Board and members are whole
heartedly for it. There just wasn’t time to
go through channels to get thein done in
time. Consequently, your Editor made the
committment and payment. We sold a
good many at the Reunion, but still have
quite a few left.

They were extremely popular with the
Next of Kin and their extended families,
as well as Association members and their
families. They are truly a lasting momento
of a most unique event in Raider history.
All proceeds will go towards a permenent
memeorial statue and memorial plaque
dedicated to all Marine Raiders of World
War II.

The price per medallion is $10.00 plus
$2.00 shipping and handling. We think
you'll agree that owning one will add a
special meaning to an already very spe-
cial time. See order form below.

_INTERNMENT
¢, QQ\
st 11.%

OBVERSE REVERSE
e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e — —— e e e e g e e oy
: Arlington-Raider Medallion Order Form :
: Yes, | want to order Arlington-Raider Commerative medailions! I

|
I |
| Name |
i Address I
I . .
| City State Zip :
| Telephone 1
| |
I
| Medallion(s) @ $10.00 each $ :
I + shipping & handling $ 2.00 I
| |
: TOTAL ENCLOSED $ {
I Mail order form and your check or money order (payable to John McCarthy) I
| to: US Marine Raider Association Headquarters I
| 14851 Jeffrey Road, Suite 270 |
I Irvine, CA 92618-8270 1
| $ 1 o.oo ea (949) 552-6866 * Fax: (949) 654-7914 |
I - Keep your Patch infact.... make photocopies of this order form to send in! I

L o e e i e i --————l———-——————.—-———u—n—-—-—_—-————————-‘
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United States Marine Raider Association

Rl

Membership Application
[ Dues Submissien
i Address Change
Record Correction Form

Initial Application __Rcinstatement Change of Address Record Correction

Dues Payment Other: Explain

Last Name First Name. Initial

Sureet Address: Apt/Bldg/Lot:

City State Zip Code

Spouse’s First Name Telephone: A/C( ) -

Raider Unit En Co. USMCUQ NAVY O HONORARY 0 ASSOCIATEQO
Affiliate of Raider

Do you have an E-Mail Address? AtHome ALWwerk []

Remarks and/or Quesions:

Life Membership: $125.00  Annual Mewmbershup: $235.00 (Covers pertod | January 1o 31 December)

Make all checks and/or money orders payable to U S, Marine Raider Association and indicaie thereon the
purpose of the payinent. Routine changes may he made in writing. by post card, informal meme, e-mail. o
by use of this form. Phone. 8§7-275-1532 or e-mail: MarRajdRec@aol.com. Mail 1o the new address below:

“lack™ Dorpan
U. 5. Marine Raider Association, Inc.
704 Cooper Courl
Arlington, Txas 76011-5550

EYOUR PATCH! MAKE & COPY OF THIS PAGE

United States Marine
Raider Association

A non-profit National Organization

Midway @ Tulagi Island @ Maksn island @ Guadalcanal: Tasimboko, Edson's Ridge, 158 Matanikau River, 2rd Matanikau rver, ML Austen, Azamana
Aussell Izlands ® Wickham Anchorage (Vangunu) @ MNew Geargia: Sagi Painl-Vira Harkor, Enogd Inlet, Bairokn Harbor @ Bougainville: Purszta lsiand, Piva Trail, Koian Raid




