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NEW ORLEANS PERFECT HOST

REUNION WAS A
HUGE SUCCESS

Our 2002 National Reunion
held in the great city of New
Orleans was a tremendous
success. Members came from
every corner of cur country to
join in on the fun and festivities
that only the “Big Easy” can
provide. It conveniently coin-
cided with the 80th Anniver-
sary of the Tulagi and the
Guadalcanal Campaign.

Naturally there was some
serious Association business to
take care of, but for the general
membership it was the getting
together with old and dear com-
rades. Qur hospitality room’s
tables were filled most of the
time with Raiders, friends and
families reviewing long ago
times in their lives and bringing
each other up to date on their
current lives.

Inside this issue of your Patch
you'll find lots of photos of lots
of people who were in atten-
dance at this year's reunion.

As of this writing it hasn't been
decided where our 2003 Reunion
will be held. But don't let that
stop you from making the time
early next fall to be there...
wherever it's held! Semper Fil

- Paick Pholo
“Come Out Fighting” Current and Incoming Association
Presidents Mel Heckt, left, and Chuck Meacham, vight, have
Magj. Gen. James E. Livingston, USMC (Ret.) surrounded.
Looks like he's about ready to referee a heavyweight fight!
General Livingston is one of our honored holders of the Medal
of Honor. Photo was taken at our Reunion gathering at the
Marine Corps Reserve facility in New Orleans. Both Mel
and Chuck did an outstand job keeping the four day program
running smoothly.

IMPORTANT
This news just in...

2003 Raider Reunion
Red Lion Hanalei Hotel
San Diego, California
Sept. 17-21, 2003

All details in next Patch!

“NEW (OLD) ARTIFACT”

- Paich Photo

Barry Rymer (4BHQ), right and his two sons, Jeff on the
left and Andy in the center, had a marvelous time at our
2002 New Orleans Reunion. Andy is holding a lobby poster
from the 1944 RKO film, “Marine Raiders” starring Pat
O’Brian. The poster, offered at our usual auction, produced
a hot and active bidding dual and brought the Association
coffers a nice chunk of dough. The Rymers were more than
generous - they then donated the poster to our San Diego
Raider Room. What a great gesture! Thanks a million, guys!
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Please direct all dues, donations, changes of address, correction of records,
reports of deaths, new member applications, and membership questions to:
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Jack Dornan (2G)

Telephone: (817) 275-1552
704 Cocper Court, Arlington, TX 76011-5550
Copyright 2002 by The United States Manne Ralder Association. Published four imes per ysar,
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Lt. Gen. Dennis M. McCarthy, Commander Marine Forces
Reserve, and his command were the perfects hosts to our
2002 New QOrleans Reunion. His area of command is quite
large and naturally he’s a very busy Marine. However, the
General and his entire command couldn’t have been nicer
or more accomadating to the Raiders.

Their units very first evening parade in our honor was ex-
ceptional. It was preceeded with a wine and hors d’oeuvres
reception for all of us. All in all, it was a most spegcial and
memorable time.

Thank you General, and thanks to all your command and
Semper Fi, sir.



Notes & Thoughts From President Mel Heckt I

BT M This will be my last Short Burst as

W i your President. I have been most
honored and pleased to have served
with “such a patriotic band of
brothers” namely with you men of
the four Raider battalions.

It has been a busy two years. We
sent $500 to buy paper, pencils, and
chalk for Guadalcanal children who
had none. We attended six Makin
Raiders funerals. We heiped arrange
the funeral and memorial services for

. . Jo| thirteen Makin Raiders who were
President Mel Heckt | reburied in Arlington National
Cemetry. We hosted hundreds of
Makin Raider relatives at our reunion. We arranged for a
memorial stone and plaque to be shipped to Honolulu and
with the Marine Corps conducted a memorial service at the
Punch Bowl Cemetry to honor the 158 Raiders buried there
and the 902 Raiders who made the supreme sacrifice in
WWIIL We arranged for a plaque honoring Tokarei Bureimoa
to be delivered to his widow and sons on Makin. We have
contributed $1,000 to the WWII Memornal Foundation; we
contributed the same ameunt to the “Catching the Dream”
Scholarship Foundation in memory of the Navajo Code
Talkers. We established a Point Man Award, the first recipi-
ent will be Dr. Jack McConnell, the founder of the Volunteers
in Medicine Institute, a free health clinic. Bill Fisher attended
the 60th Anniversary of Guadalcanal and arranged new
authorization for our Youza bank account.

Bill Fisher and his committee have had legislation intro-
duced to provide a memorial to honor all Marine Raiders at
our desired location next to the Challenger at Arlington
National Cemetry. Please help us get this legislation passed.

We are working closely with the Army and have corrected
the language on a memorial plaque which will be dedicated
on Kwajalein November 11, 2003 to henor the nine Makin
Raiders who were beheaded there. I do not know whether
the Army and Marine Corps will be able to arrange free trans-
portation, We hope so.

We are currently working to secure a Raider Museumn place
in the D-Day Museum’s Pacific Section in New Orleans, LA.

We secured membership approval to make our blood
relatives, adopted and stepchildren and Marines who com-
pleted their Raider training prior to February 1, 1944 active
voting and office holding members as of January 1, 2005. The
membership also approved a contract with the Marine Corps
Scholarship Foundation of Princeten, NJ to maintain our
Jacob Vouza Schelarship program and a contract with the
Marine Corps Heritage Foundation and the American
Historical Foundation to maintain our east and west coast
museums, our website and cur history. We decided not to
disband, but rather encourage our relatives to gradually take
responsibility for maintaining our Association after we are
all deceased. By working together with the two Marine Corps

Foundations, we will be able to develop plans for turning
over approximately $50,000 to MCSF and approximately
$100,000 to MCHF for their investment of the funds and
working with our committee to ensure that these goals will
hopefully be maintained in perpetuity.

We have also been able to equalize the sixteen man Board
of Directors among our four battalions. I hope this policy
will continue.

Jack Dornan advised we now have 1,056 members; 733
Raiders, 234 Honorary, and 89 Associate members. There are
124 Raiders who are inactive. We hope to re-activate those
who are alive and continue to locate those who have never
joined.

We are making plans to preserve our history, our
membership and financial records and our Patch. Tinvited
a relative from each battalion to attend our Board of
Directors meeting. They came up with a great idea. Why
not digitalize all Raider Patches on computer discs. After
that is accomplished, we will also have them bound.

Qur New Orleans Reunion was outstanding. The Marine
Corps honored the Raiders by inviting us to their first
evening parade. 277 attended the banquet. Nine widows
were individually introduced. Colonel John H. Watson, Chief
of Staff Marine Forces Reserves gave a most excellent talk.
Awards were presented for retiring directors, Bill Carroll
and Joe McNamara. Awards were also presented to four
wonderful ladies who expertly handled our registration, Julia
Fisher, Theresa Klos, Flo Dornan and Joyce Lambert. All
agreed that the staff of the Astor Crowne Plaza from bell
boys to sales and catering managers have never been
equalled. Their infectious smiles, cooperation and expertise
were outstanding.

We are most indebted to the Army’s CILHI for their
outstanding effort in locating and identifying our
Makin Raiders. Jonnie Webb and Jennifer Nazarenko
came from Honolulu to present for the first time, a power
slide film of CILHI's recovery efforts and also advised of
plans to try to locate other Raider MIA's in the Solomons.

I am happy. to see that more and more of our members
are sending contributions to USMRA rather than flowers to
the funeral home when cne of cur close buddies dies. L hope
that more will be able to send annual contributions to
USMRA and make it a beneficiary of your will or trust or
insurance policy.

Last, but far from least, I want you to know that your
Association is in excellent hands. [ know that you will give
our new President, Charles Meacham and the other excellent
officers and directors your full cooperation. If we stay united,
we are bound to 1oll.

Semper Fidelis,
Mel Heckt

PS. George Washington referred in his farewell address to being
honored to have served with such a patriotic band of Brothers.



STORMY SEXTON BEING REMEMBERED AT QUANTICO

. The accomplishments of Col. Stormy Sexton,
USMC, have not been forgotten, says the North

County Times of Oceanside, CA.

Sexton, who died in 1999, was a tennis coach who
chalked up 500-plus wins at Oceanside, El Camino,
Vista and Rancho Buena Vista high schools and five
county championships in seventeen seasons.

When Sexton passed away in 1999, peers did not
want his achievements as an Officer, writer, All-
American lacrosse player at Maryland and tennis
coach to go unnoticed. To that end, some 120 asso-
clates raised more than $10,000 to dedicate a study

alcove in his honor.

Itis located on the second floor at the Gen. Alfred

P -

Stormy Sexton

M. Gray Marine Corps Research Center Archives
and Library in Quantico, VA. The alcove, which depicts Sexten’s life
through pictures, stories and memorabilia, will be dedicated in October,

2003.

Sexton spent 28 years in the Corps. He saw action as a Raider in WWII
and co-authored a book on the experience. In Korea, he was aide-de-camp
to Maj. Gen. Oliver P. Smith. In Vietnam, Sexten was commanding officer
of 4th Marine Regiment and later Chief of Staff.

Col. Sexton is a superb teacher who helped shape the lives of countless
Marines and students, said Retired Col. Bill Daniels, who served with Sex-
ton and spearheaded the fund-raising campaign.

“More than 70% of the young men and women I've had the pleasure to
work with have gone on to college,” he once said.

)\
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“Woody” Sherwood

We just received word via Archie
Rackerby (3K) that Homer W.
“Woody” Sherwood (2DAHQ)
passed away after a touch of health
problems which included multiple
strokes.

“Woody was our Association
President back in 1959 to 1961. He
passed away 19 October 2002. He
was very active within our organi-
zation and always was there to
help. He is survived by his wife,

Jean, and lived in Medford, Oregon.
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USMRC RECEIVES
LARGE DONATION FROM
MEMBER AND FAMILY

Our Association is on the receiving end
of a sizable donation from the Charles H.
Meacham (3K} family. We had just re-
ceived word of the generous beguest just
before our press deadline.

The money will be used for scholar-
ships and perpetuation of our Marine
Raider Heritage. Details are being worked
out as to the donaticns areas of assis-
tance, i.e. our museums and other Raider
endeavors, It will greatly assist us in con-
tinuing to carry the Raider name well into
the future.

We will have more details on the dona-
tion from the Meacham family in our next
Patch. Stay tuned.

Many, many thanks Chuck tc you and
your entire family from a very grateful
United States Marine Raider Association.

MEMBERSHIP STATUS
Category Life Annual
Raiders 414 320
Honorary 156 a7
Associate 33 52
Organizations 6 7
Suppliers 1 2
TOTALS 610 468
GRAND TOTAL 1.078

NEW MEMBERS

We have gained 30 new members since the
last Patch issue. 5 Raiders, 15 Honorary and
10 Associates. WELCOME ABQOARD!

BAYUK, Mark ..........cc...... Associate Annual
BEVERIDGE, Maureen ..... Honorary Annual
CRAWFQORD, John G. (2F) ............... Annual
DESKINS, Tandym ................ Associate Life
DILLON, Paui J. ............... Associate Annual
EIDSON, Vivian ...........c....oe Honorary Life
ESCH, Robert W. (2C) .....ooccoeii Annual
FENDE, Arlouine .............. Honorary Annual
GEBELEIN, Lurita.......ccoeeeee. Honorary Life
GERHART, Dr. ........ooveeee. Associate Annual
HAAS, Michae! ................. Associate Annual
HARLEY, Emil .....coooeviiieie. Associate Life
HERON, Robert L. .......cocoooe.... Honorary Life
HOQPER, Glennys ................. Honorary Life
HOWARD, EricR. ............. Associate Annual
HUNTER, David ............... Honorary Annual
JOHNSON, Phil ..o Honerary Annual
KOEHLER, William ........... Hororary Annual
MANN, Patrick.................. Associate Annual
MARTIN, Michae!l J. (4E) .........ccce.e. Annual
PHILLIPS, Oail A. “Bum” (4DQ) ........ Annual
QUADE, Joseph ............... Honorary Annual
ROARK, Carol ......ccoeeceenn, Honorary Life
ROBERT, Theresa ............ Honorary Annua!
RYMER, Andrew .............. Honorary Annual
SIEBENTRITT, Michael ..... Associate Annual
LIAPIS, Peter P. (40) ............... Life Member
WALK, Karen........ooccoooevivienans Honorary Life
WILLIAMS, Tom ....ccooe...ee Associate Annual

DONATIONS FROM CARING
RAIDERS AND FRIENDS

Nicholas Cognito
Milton & Juanita Solovic

= Patch Fund
Barry Rymer
Milton & Juanita Solovic
Theresa Baque

* General Fund
Carl Boles (2D&G)
Dorothy Pilch, Hon.
Duane Paulson (2BE)
Lee Pressley (4DQ)
Ike Atterberry {1 AHQ)
Lupe Allen, Hon.

* Raider Memorial Statue Fund
{Editor’s Note: Qur Rarder Memorial Statue Fund
is growing but we still need lols more help. Thanks
to all for your generosity. We'll keep you posted on
new developments. )

Special Donation Honors 3

Col. John Sweeney, USMC (Ret) recently
made a generous donation to our USMRA in
the name of three deceased Raiders.

Johnr's gift will honor Thomas E. Mullahey,
Jr. {(1ADE), Howard "Buck” Stidman (2AG),
and Robert E. “Bob” Baldwin (2H) and will be
used in a manner that will be worthy of the
men it honors. They represent all that the
Raiders stood for. Great Marines, outstand-
ing Raiders... Thanks John.




fg-'i'[f EDITOR’S NOTES
: New Orleans Reunion
“One of the Best”

John McCarthy

As 2002 draws to a close it turns out that it was quite a
year! Our Annual Reunion held in New Orleans was very
successful and enjoyed by all. Our Board of Directors had a
huge agenda and managed to get almost all the problems
solved and all of the questions answered. All but one... the
location of our 2003 Reuniorn.

As of the press time of our Patch, the choices had boiled
down to Memphis, TN; Las Vegas, NV and San Diego, CA.
There are so many things to consider in making the proper
decision on a reunion location selection - it's mind boggling!
Glad I'm not one of the decision makers.

Usually at this time of year your Patch has most of the
information members need to plan ahead. Unfortunately that
isn’t the case right now. Your nextissue of the Patch will have
all the latest pertaining details... stay tuned!

Our New Orleans get-together was really a special one.
The Marine Forces Reserve, under the command of Lt. Gen.
Dennis M. McCarthy (no relation to your edijtor), put out the
red carpet for all Raiders, wives and guests. The hotel was
excellent and the city of New Orleans was the same as usual,
always fun and exciting. Ashley “Bill” Fisher did a great and
difficult job of producing a well-run reunion. All of the gals
who worked so tirerlessly keeping the wheels rolling are to
be complimented. It was, without question, one of the best
reunions in recent years.

On another subject, as your Editor, I would like to extend
an invitatien to all Raiders to submit written and photo
material to us. Stories with your personal touch. Stories
that would be of interest to other members. They don’t
necessarily have to be about combat experiences. Humorous
happenings in your Raider life are always welcome. We have
a semi-regular feature called “A Raider Remembers.” Why
not let us tell your story?

And finally, a word of thanks and congratulations to Mel
Heckt for his outstanding leadership these past two years.
He did asuperb job. And our best wishes and all out support
to Chuck Meacham who will lead us for the next two years.

Semper Fi and Gung Ho.
— Editor

RAIDER ROOM i

* W

The Raider Room is still seeking artifacts, ”'
relics, memorabilia, weapons and other *
Raider and Marine items for display.

»

Contact Raider Roorm Curator/Coordinator:
John McCarthy
Raider Headquarters
14851 Jeffrey Road, Suite 270, Irvine, CA 92618-8270
Telephone: (949) 552-6866

U.S. Marine Raider Assn.

Summary of Qperations - as of 12/30/01

Donations, Revenue & Receipts
Donations:

Vouza Scholarship $ 455.00
General Fund 7,476.23
General Liversedge Fund 299.25
(received $1,575.00 - ¥r. 2002)

Total Donations

[ Revenue

Dues & Life Payments 21,745.00
Investment Income 8,164.40

TOTAL REVENUE

Cther Receipts

Directory 540.00
(net gain yrs 2000/2007 - $460,28)
Reunion 2001 {net gain) 2,717.47
Great Lakes Memorial Tapes <16.26>
(Chicago Reunion 26071 - net loss})
Turner Book Sales 3,430.88

(126 net sales - cost $2,205 yr. 2000)
TOTAL OTHER RECEIPTS
TOTAL SUPPORT

Distributions
Vouza Scholarship Fund
Patch Publication & Mailing
(5 issues, including Special Reunion)
Corporate & Administrative Expense
Other Disbursements

General Liversedge Fund $1,874.25
(received 31,575 - yr. 2000}
Punch Bow! Memorial 2,480.00
Delivery by Capelle of

Bureimeoa plagug on Makin 754.00
Miscellaneous 887.00

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS

EXCESS SUPPORT OVER DISBURSEMENTS
{Donations, Income & Revenues)

$8,230.48

$29,909.40

6,672.09
$44,811.97
$535.90
22,055.66

10,358.46

$5,995.25
$38,949.27

$5,862.70
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FUND BALANCE
RESTRICTED AND UNRESTRICTED FUNDS

RESTRICTED FUNDS:
Vouza Schalarship Fund

Wells Fargo
CD Maturity 02/28/02 - 2.9% $21,744.86
MBNA
CD Maturity 11/05/02 - 3.4% 24,477.68
Support Raider's Museum, Website
& Perpetuate Raider History
Wells Fargo CD Maturity
02/28/02 - 4.41% $21,814.77
MBNA Money Market - 3.20% 10,000.00
TOTAL RESTRICTED FUNDS
UNRESTRICTED FUNDS
Wells Fargo Checking - 0.14% $28,240.19
Wells Farga CD Maturity
02/28/02-4.41% 10,907.38
MBNA CD Maturity
11/15/02 - 3/40% 40,017.66
MBNA Money Market - 3.20% 23,533.14

TOTAL UNRESTRICTED FUNDS

$46,222.54

$31,814.77

$78,037.31

$102,698.37

TOTAL FUNDS RESTRICTED & UNRESTRICTED  $180,735.68




“For Service Above and Beyond”
President Mel Heckt Presents Awards of Recognition

President Mel Heckt presented
plaques to reliring board members
Joseph McNamara (3K) and Bill
Carroll (2H) for their long time
and dedicated service to our
Association.

Both former board members
were unable to attend this vear’s
Reunion in New Otrleans.

Their plaques were delivered
by our Patch Editor.

-— Patch Photo

President Mel Heckt presented the family of
August “Gus” Zurawski (4CP) with a posthu-
mous award for his dedicated service fo our As-
sociation. “Gus” passed away 27 October 2001.
He served as Co-Chairman of our Chicago Re-
union in 2000. Gus’ family was on hand for the
presentation, including his widow Casey.

—~ Palch Photo

— Palch Photo

— Palch Pholo

— PFalch Phoﬂ:

FOR JULIA FISHER

FOR JOYCE LAMBERT

— Palch Photo
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As usual we had our Patch camera working all over the place at our 2002 New Orleans Reunion. Lots of
new faces were on board this year and we’ll show some of them here. Also, as usual, there were many
old friends and it was great seeing them. We'll show a few of them too! If you missed this one, don’t let
2003 get by you. Plan now to attend. See ya there... Editor

- Paleh Photo
Lee Pressley (4D2Q) wasn't going to let this year’s reunion get by
without having the whole family join in. They did and had a mar-
velous time. That's Lee with the Raider cap, third from the right.

- Palch Pholo
Col. John W. Watson was our banquet guest speaker and he gave
us a great talk. If all current Marines are as “gung ho” as he is...
we're in good shape. Mel Heckt and Ashley “Bill” Fisher congratu-
late the Colonel on his talk.

- Palch Photo
The PX Shop did a good business as usual. Here members Ed Klock
(2HQ), left, Carl Boles (2DQ), and Elmer Mapes (2HQ) look over
the offerings provided by Reflections of Honor. They have some
really nice stuff.

Our annual auction was
wild and wooly as
usual. Here Jack
Freeling holds up an
auction item while auc-
tioneer Jimmy “Doc” |
Gleason does his thing.
The Association made
some good money from
this year’s auction.

- Palch Photo

- Palch Photo
Tim Beeler, widow of Mike, looks over the shoulder of Rudy
Rosenquist and asking hun a question or two. Our roving trouba-
dour Nate Pace (2-4HQ) is either bored or asleep, hard to tell which!

- Patch Photo
Our hospitality room was kept quite active as long as it was open.
Here, Karen Carlson-Loving, left, gets into serious conversation
with two of our great CILHI friends, Jennifer Nasarenko and
Johnnie Webb. What great people those CILHI folks are!



- Palch Pholo
Our candid camera caught Mr. & Mrs. {Rudy & Marian) Rosenquist
upon their arrival at the Astor Crowne Plaza on Canal St. They
were greeted by Rudy’s Co-Museum Curator George MacRea.
Rudy had one of the shorter drives. He lives in Fairhope, Alabama.

- Patch Photo
Association Board members Frank Kemp {1DA) and John Sweeney
(1IEBCHQ) talk over old times m our hosgitality room. Both inen
enjoyed the reunion and agreed that New Orleans is a special place.

- Patch Pholo
Jim “Doc” Gleason (4DQ)) holds up a Marine Corps Anniversay
poster donated to our Raider Room by Karen Carlson-Loving, It's
a work of art depicting the history of the Corps back to the

- Patch Phote
Our old friend Duane Paulson (2BE), pictured at left, never seems
to miss a reunion. He generously donated a sizable sum to our
Raider Museum Statue project. With Duane are Chris and John
Podbevsek (3K).

- Palch FPhole
].D. Green (3BK) and his son Jack relax after a quick and easy break-
fast in a small fast food joint on Bourbon Street. Our reunion saw
quite a few “Fathers and Sons” this year. Great having them with
us.

- Paich Pholo
Caughtin the chow line at the luncheon for the Raiders at the U.S.
Marine Corps Reserve Base is Bill Wallace (4HQ) and in front of
him js his lovely wife, Docia. Lunch was followed later that evening
by the base’s first evening parade. It was outstanding

Revoluntionari War. Thanks, Karen,

e e R —————
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THE STREETS OF NEW ORLEANS

There is so ruch to see, hear and do in New Orleans it would take velumes to detail. One thing is for sure, one trip to that
marvelous town isn't enough. Whatever your pleasure, you're sure to find it in the “Big Easy.” If you missed this year’s

Reunion, plan a trip to New Orleans. You won't be sorry!

“BOURBON STREET” _

N
— Pholo courtesy of Gieo. Mactea
Out on an inspection tour of famed Bourbon Street, our stal-
wart President and Incoming President, Chuck Meacham and
Mel Heckt approved of what they saw. It was now safe for therr
“Hock” (LISMRA Members) to venture out!

— Patch Pholo
Believe it or nof, there is a "Streetcar Named Desire” in New
Orleans. This isn't if, but it didn't matter to Chuck Meacham
and George MacReq. They saw all the sights they could.

“PICTURE PERFECT”
i B '?lg.bl‘
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— Palch Photo

Carl Boles (2DG) and his lovely wife Marcia brought a little bit
of their California lifestyle witﬁ them to New Orleans Bourbon
Street. Fortunately the weather was kind to us. Not too humid.

“SIGHT SEEING”

-

Heading out from our hotel entrance on Canal St., this group
heads for the sights and sounds of New Orleans. Lead by Jim
"Doc” Gleason, foreground left, and his "bodyguard” John
McCarthy, the group includes: Lupe Allen to Jim's right, Bar-
bara Kilgore over John's left shoulder, and her daughter Nancy.

No question, there’s lots to see and hear in the “Big Easy”.

“ALL THAT JAZZ"

"
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-

1]

— Palch Photo
Karan Carlson Loving can almost hear Louts Armstrong's trum-
pet as she leads Mr. & Mrs. Irv Kaplan down Bourbon Streel.
The music isn't restricted to the lale evenings in the bars and
clubs. It seems like it goes on 24 hours a day. Great sounds!




REUNION CANDID CAMERA

“OLD PALS”

———

— Phole courtesy of Geo. MacRea

Brian Quirk (2B3L) right, and Don Harn (3L) are all smiles
during our “Big Easy” 2002 Reunion. Both had a great time.

-

“STEP
RIGHT Up”

Claire Brown was kept =
busy during the entire
Reynion supplying our ||
members and guests with |
all sorts of items from her
Reflections of Honor, our
PX outlet.

“ONE BEER BETWEEN US”

3 = . = —1Flha-k,h hbﬂ)
Ralph Shaeffer (3L) and Larry Johnson pose for our Patch
camera in our Hospitality Room, our Reunion’s “unofficial”

meeting place!

= AR
— Palch Phele
Lee Pressley (410Q)) looks over the situation with Nancy Kilgore.
Both enjoyed a great time. Lee had his entire family on hand.
Nancey, as usual, had her Mom Barbara with her.

“WHERE’S THE OLD MAN?”

- Palch Pholo

Jacque Berkesgue makes a move on Jo Harn, proving that “old
soldiers never die.”  Jo is Don Harn's better half.

“BUDDIES”

— Patch Phoio

Frank Amo (40) and “Mo” McCormick (4DHQ) probably never
thought they'd be around some 60 years after they served in the
4th Bn., ... but here they were!
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MORE REUNION CANDID CAMERA

— Patzh Pnolo
If we had taken a vote, Pat Almond (4DHQ)
would probably been named “Most Valuable
Player” at this year's Reunion. He did a great
job serving as bartender.

— Patch Phelo

Bea jones goes over a check list with
our Membership Secretary, Jack
Dornan at our Reunion Registration
Desk. Both did a great and thankless
job.

“PUT 'ER THERE PAL"

— Paich Fricio

Elmer Mapes (ZHQ) gives a hearty
hand shake to Medal of Honor re-
cipient Jefferson . De Blanc. Jeff,
a Marine aviator was awarded his
Medal of Honor for his actions
over the Solomons.

“GOING WAY BACK”

— Palcn Photo
Rudy Rosenguist (3DM) and Vernon Eddins
(3L), go back a ways. All the way to boot camp
at MCRD San Diego. Nothing quite like old
friends.

“OLD PALS”

— Palch Pholo
David Van Fleet and Sherman Toth,
both 4B, enjoyed every minute of
our 2002 Reumion. They had plenty
of time to talk over old times.

“TAKE A BREATHER”

— Palch Photo
Hard working George Mac Rea (3K)
takes time cut for a cool one and a chat
with Lupe Allen, widow of Raider
Cecil Allen (2E).

“MEDAL OF HONOR HOLDER AND WINGMEN"

— Palch Phote
Twe hanored guests at our New Orleans Reunion are seen here with cur

Spiritual Leader Shirl Butler (4DQ)). They are Medal of Honor holder
Jefferson De Blane, Marine Aviator (center) and his son Rev. Jefferson De
Bianc, Jr.  Photo was taken during our Banguet program.
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BEST SELLING AUTHOR COVERED

WORLD WAR Il LIKE NO ONE ELSE.

RICHARD TREGASKIS WAS TOP INS CORRESPONDENT AND A MARINE AND RAIDER CHAMPION.
THE FEELING WAS MUTUAL. WIDOW DONATES HIS PERSONAL ARTIFACTS TO OUR RAIDER ROOM.

P s f

— U.S.M.C. Photo
Sitting on the steps of Maj. Gen. Alexander A. Vandegrift's
headquarters on Guadalcanal, the General and author
Richard Tregaskis look over some paperwork. Take Note
of Tregaskis” shoes. Not regulation boondockers! This
picture illustrates how tall Tregaskis was - 6’7",

By Patch Editer

Our Raider Room in San Diego, Califernia recently received a
most unique and fascinating gift. Actually the gift comprised several
iterns, all of significant historical interest.

Moana Tregaskis McGlaughlin, widow of the late best selling
author Richard Tregaskis, sent me a package containing personal
items from her late husband’s time on Guadalcanal and Italy during
World War IL

For readers not familiar with Richard Tregaskis or his literary
efforts, inshort, he was one of the finest war correspondents of World
WarIL That puts him in some fine and rarified company, with the likes
of Ernie Pyle and others. They put the war and those who waged it
into print and told the home folks what was really going on, in-
cluding the horrors and glory their loved ones were going through.
He was close to the Raiders and they thought the world of himn.

Being a civilian he didn’t have to put himself in harms way, but
being a true journalist, he knew that where the action was, is where
the story was.

OnAugust 7, 1942 Tregaskis found himself on Guadalcanal involved
in America’s first offensive action of World War IL.

The result of that experience was the publication of perhaps one of
WWII's most outstanding books, “Guadalcanal Diary.” 1t was a
prnienomenal best seller. His book was filled with interviews, usually
taken at the scene of the action. He got to know Raiders and they got to
know him. He was part of what was going on and enthralled with
every day of it!

Guadalcanal Diary, ran up unbelievable numbers on the Best
Seller List. It would become an equally popular motion picture. In
fact, the 1943 Twentieth Century Fox production was one of the best
war movies of all time and is still seen on television all over the
country. It was remarkably faithful to Richard’s book and virtually
the entire production was first class, including the actors. Natu-

rally the studio was provided plenty of help from the Marine Corps, who said the film was one of the best recruiting tools
they ever had. The book has never been out of print since its original 1943 introduction, Moana Tregaskis told your editor.

GUADALCANAL DIARY: THE MOVIE

Actors William Bendix, (left center) and a
young Richard Jackel {right center), are just two
of the “Marines” sweating it outin a bomb shel-
ter in the film “Guadalcanal Diary.”

The actor just above Richard Jackel’s helmet is
Reed Hadley. He portrayed author Richard
Tregaskis in the 1943 20th Century Fox release.

i

— Proto Cowtesy of 200 Cenlury Fox




Richard Tregaskis cont.

When Richard Tregaskis bid farewell to Guadalcanal he
eventually found himself covering the war and our G.1's in
Africa and Italy. It was this assignment that almost cost him his
life. During the fight near Cassino, Dick was hit by German
sharpnel resulting in a wound that almost proved fatal. A large
piece of the shell’s metal entered the front of his helmet, went
into his skull barely touching his brain and went out the back
of his head and helmet. The author’s wife told The Patch that
her husband had to train the other side of his brain to relearn to
speak, trying to recite poetry to nurses! Moana Tregasakis has
loaned thatunique piece of personal memorabilia to the United
States Marine Historical Foundation. Itis a memorable memento
of how brave and dedicated our war correspondents were. At
least this cne was.

Richard Tregaskis attended Pingrey Schocel (also the Alma
Mater of Adm. Bull Halsey) in New Jersey and was Harvard
Class of 1938 Cum Laude. He was a classmate of John E Kennedy.
Aninteresting side note regarding JTK -

— Phalo courlesy of Moana Tregaskis-McGlaughlm

The Raiders own Lt. Gen. Lew Wall, front left, wails patiently while
correspondent Richard Tregaskis signs a project order. Location and
date of photo unknown, but it was in Vietnam. “Sifent Lew” ended his
career as a Four-Star General. He was an outstanding Marine and
Raider Officer. Note the camera hanging around Richard's neck.

— Pholo courlesy of Moana Tregaskis-McGlaughiin

Dick Tregaskis and wife Moana are seen here with Capt. Williams
(center), while covering the famed "“Seabees” in Danang, Vietnam in
1967. Dick’s career covered all phases of LL.S. action in three wars.

— Pholo courlesy of Masna Tregaskis-McGiaughlin

Dick and Moana Tregaskis deplane a JAL Airliner in Toyko in 1964.
Anolher assignment for ihe vrize winning author and his bride.

Richard had been a Type 1 diabetic since childhood. When he
began work on his book “John E Kennedy and PT-109,” he
visited the Presidentat the White House to borrow his original
log of PT-109. Dick was an avid swimmer, mainly to help
control his diabetes. He would swim a mile a day, every day,
and was on the Harvard Swimming Team with JEK. During
their get together at the White House and while doing some
college reminising, the President reminded Dick that he was
the vicim of one of Dick’s swimming victories. Tregaskis, with-
out blinking replied, “Had I known then that you would be-
come President of the United States, I'd have let you win!” The
President smiled.

Regarding his diabetic circumstances, Tregaskis never leton
aboutit the entire time he was covering the various wars as a
correspondent. Uncle Sam never knew. He carried tins of
sardines in his backback on Guadalcanal, together with a
diabetes manual that had an autograph to him. Dick had
phonied the author’s autograph “To my friend, Dick” in case
anyone ever asked why he carried such a book in battle.

Tregaskis is a Cornish name. Dick’s father, Archibald, came to
America from Falmouth, Cornwall. Dick and Moana were
marred in Honolulu in September, 1963. They made their home
together there until his death on August 15, 1973. They had no
children. InJanuary, 1984 Moana Tregaskis became the wife
of Capt. Thomas H. McGlaughlin, USN (Ret.), Annapolis,
Class of 1950.

Richard Tregaskis’ awards and henors are too numerous
to mention here, as are his list of literary works, screen and
tv credits. It should be mentioned that his scope of work
included on-site attendance as Pacific Fleet Correspondent,
1942-43 covering the Coral Sea Battle, Doolittle Toyko Raid,
Battle of Midway, and the Battle for Guadalcanal.

He was assigned to cover the invasions of Sicily, Italy, the
Fall of Naples; until he was wounded in“43. Upecnrecovery
he was assigned to the ETO covering the Battle of the Western
Frontin 1944. He was aboard the USS Missouri and witnessed
the total surrender of Japan. He was Pacific War Correspondent
and staff writer for INS, 1945-46. All of his war time work was
for International News Service.

Scme of the honors of which Richard was quite proud
include his Purple Heart, The George R. Hoimes Award in
1942. The INS Medal of Honor of Heroic Devoticn to Duty
in 1942-43 and The GEORGE POLK AWARD, 1964.



Richard Tregaskis conr.

Just a few of the books that Richard Tregaskis authored
including Guadalcanal Diary - 1943 are: Invasion Diary -
1944, Stronger Than Fear - 1945, Fair Wind to Java - 1952,
Mission Over Korea - 1953, X-15 Diary - 1961, Last Plane to
Shanghi- 1961, John E Kennedy and PT-109, Vietnam Diary,
China Bomb (a novel), and his last effort, The Warrior King,
Hawaii’s Kamehameha The Great (biography) - 1973.

In addition to the books are scores of TV, movie and
documentaries that he puthis trademark on. He was simply
one of the very best at what he did.

One thing s for sure, we will have more wars in our future
and they will be covered by bright and brave correspondents.
We hope some will attain the high standard that marked the
career of Richard Tregaskis. His works left footprints that are
hard to fill.

Dick Tregaskis in full flight gear with Lt. §i of the Vietnam Air Force,
They had just returned from a bombing, strafing and rockefing
mission of Viet Cong installations north of Pleiku. Raiders might
notice a strong resemblence of Richard to our own Jimmy Roesevelt
in this photo. Your Editer did!
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— Photo courtesy of Meana Tregaskis-McGlaughlin
Richard Tregaskis was bruly a "Foreign Correspondent”. Here he is
with his notebook, camera and shorts in a photo taken in Karachi,

Indin in 1964.

s T e o

—Palch Phelo

RAIDER ROOM GETS CORRESPONDENT’S SOUVENIRS

These items were recently donated to our
Raider Room in San Diego, California. The top
item is a German Model ‘98 Mauser Bayonette
taken from a German soldier just prior to war
correspondent Richard Tregaskis being severely
wounded in Italy. The next two items are native
knives that Tregaskis brought back from the
Solomons (Guadalcanal). He carried the larger
knife. The larger war correspondent patch was
taken from one of Richard’s kakhi shirts. The
smaller patch is one that fits inte a shirt or jacket
epelet.

Many thanks go to Moana Tregaskis
McGlaughlin for this unique and interesting
collection from a grateful Raider Association.

If you have any items for donation to our Raider
Room Museum, please notify your Patch Editor.
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A RAIDER REMEMBERS

32 YEARS IN THE CORPS, ON LAND, SEAAND AIR, BRIG. GEN. JAY HUBBARD CALLS HIS
RAIDER TRAINING AND SERVICE OF THE ULTIMATE IMPORTANCE...

These rambling recollecticns begin with a persistent
thought which has likely been shared by all REAL
Raiders at one time or another, namely that: If all the
loud-mouth BS artists who caim tc have been Raiders
were authentic, we would have amounted to atleast a full
division instead of just four battalions. The favorite habitat
ofsuch “wannabe” warriors seems to be any bar with the
prospect of a gullible audience. Unmasking them with a
few basic questions {i.e. What Company? Who were your
commanders?) can actually be recreational as you bait them
with a beer.

As one whois well aware that h7s own credentialsasa
Raider are minimal, having only served in the 2nd Raid-
ers for a few training months before we did Bougainville
and then promptly morphed into the reborn 4th Marines,
Inevertheless take great pride in having been a member of
that historic battalion. Hence, having made it to the eighty
year mark (never thoughtI'd see thatnumber exceptona
speedometer!), ] am moved to reminisce here on how it
came about and what it has long meant to me.

In Summer 1943, Alan Shapley saw me taking my turn
tendingbarin cur Officer’s Mess at the Transient Centerat
Camp Saint Louis, New Caledonia. He was the dinner
guest of the Center CO, a former 2nd Raider whe shall
remain unnamed. Within a few days, I learned from
Commander Felix Reeve, CO of the 53rd SeaBees, that
Colonel Shapley had asked his host if he had so many
lieutenants that he used them as bartenders and to tell me
to come over to see him abouta “real” job. The Center CO,
a prize jerk in my opinion (a view which I found was
shared by the Raiders I came to know - mainly having to
do with his performance on Makin) chose not to pass
this on since I was covering about four diverse camp
functions for him as his utility cutfielder.

After hearing of the dinner conversation from Felix i RS 1 N —— 3
Reeve, I raced over to the Raider Camp and checked in — Pholo courtesy of Gen. Hutoars
with Charlie Lamb, the Adjutant. He showed me in tc Then Col. Jay Hubbard about to mount his A4 Attack Jet for another
Lieutenant Colonel Shapley who promptly hired me on “mission.” His career covered a lot of territory, i'nclu_ding service
asagreen 21 year old Tst Lieutenant whose main experi- in the Second Raiders. This photo taken in 1966 in Vietman.

ence - as a private through sergeant - had beenin ceremo-
nial drills, guard and gunnery in the Marine Detachment of the USS Mississippi (1940-42) before accepting a reserve commission
without benefit of being trained at Quantico. Hell, Iwasn’t even a football player of any note, but he brought me aboard anyway.
Charlie Lamb used the good ol’ boy network to get me orders that very day and told me to go pack. I left the Transient Center
with the CO screaming at me for going behind his back and told me that my Fitness Report would literally be edged in black!
Later, I found that he made good on that threat. The good news is thatI was handed off to Barney Green, F Company Commander
-asuperb leader who gave me a platoon. I was in “hawg” heaven, but knew I was not exactly qualified. (CONTINUED)

Three Raiders who made a Iastmg impression on Jay Hubbard

BARNEY GREEN ALAN SHAPLEY RAY LUCKEL




A RAIDER REMEMBERS conr.

AlthoughIwas readily accepted into that elite fraternity by
fellow officers and made lifelong friendships with many - most
notably: the much admired H Company skipper, Bob Burnette,
Skip Daly, Chet DeVore, the late great Gildo Cedispoti and
later, Bill Fisher, to name just a few - I'm certain I was an
unknown quantity to my platoon. Hell, I'was an unknown
quantity to MYSELF/ It was pretty much up to them to frain
me, instead of the reverse.,

That fired-up team of mestly combat-experienced tigers took
me in and shaped me into something they could work with.
Luckily, we were blessed with one of the finest men I've ever
known as our platoon sergeant, Gunnery Sergeant Bob Loney.
He took me in tow and became ore than arightarm. Ilove
thatguy! We shared some dicey moments on the Bougainville
landing when our chicken @#*! coxswain dumped us in the
drink before we even hit the beach. As the ramp went down
and forty guys shoved me into the water, I glanced aft and
thought Bob Loney was going to shoot the bastard. We were
the extreme right flank of the 2nd Raider zone and had some
immediate serious work to do against those concealed bunkers
that were working everyone over on the beach.

With small arms that wouldn't work because they were full
of sand, Loney and I got inte their connecting trench and
chucked grenades into the rear entries, followed by Sergeant
Sullivan doing a JohnWayne bit, hip-firing his LMG to finish
them off. Worked like a charm. As we advanced up the trench
to the third bunker, we saw Lieutenant Colonel Joe McCaffery
casually walking across the beach from his LVCP with a cigar
in his mouth when they nailed him. We had screamed at him to
getdown, but the noise of Fand H Companies firing and other
shouts and confusion probably drowned us out. [twas a wild
few minutes. After that, except for F Company being attached
to the 3rd Raiders for the 8-10 November Piva shootout - a real
classic engagement where Lieutenant Colonel Fred Beans
earned every cent of pay he'd ever drawn - the dominant
memory of the rest of that 76-day campaign was our calling
ourselves “The 2nd Labor Battalion.” Far more grunt work
than shooting.

— Paich File Pholo
Almost six decads ago, Lt. Jay Hubbard (center) spent some
“quality time” on Bougainville. He is seen here with (from
left): 1st Bill Stewart, 1st. Lt. Nelson Dale, Hubbard, WO
Gunner E.B. Elliott and Lt. Gildo Codispoti, all officers in F
Co., 2nd Bn. They are holding a captured Jap Arisaka rifle
with “meatball” flag attached.

We returned to Tasafaronga on Guadalcanal to begin work
on our new campsite. Almost immediately, the bulk of the
remaining 2nd Raiders formed Weapons Company in the
Raider evolution into the 4th Marines. Barney Green was our
firstskipper, then, when he took 1/4, we got another great guy,
our beloved Papasan, Ray Luckel - what a leader and father
figure he was. I had the privilege of serving as his XO on
Okinawa. As for our legendary regimental commander, Atan
Shapley, he had the formula for blending the entire regiment
into one big extended family fighting machine. Look up
teamwork in the dictionary and you should find his picture.

After alife of doing everything on our feet and with what we
cculd carry on our backs and hang on our belts, we thought
Santa had landed at Tasafaronga with gifts of wheeled
weapons and vehicles. But we neverlost our pure infantry
focus. We hung onto our sweet Browning A4 LMGs and 60 mm
mortars for our own perimeter defense and to allow us tobreak
up into fire support teams to help our assauit brethren when
the wheeled stuff was of no real use. We did it on Guam and on
Okinawa and it always gave us the warm and fuzzies to lend
some firepower to assault companies.

The main personal point

here is that: Of the many
experiences I was blessed
with during more than 32
yearsin the Corps - to indude
command of three fighter
squadrons, an air group in
combat and an aircraft wing
- that first platoon is where I
grew up, for whichT've been
deeply grateful. We can all
look back to recall a defining
moment ar experience, The
2nd Raiders/4th Marines and
serving with those magnifi-
cent Marines was mine.

Having deserted the grunts
to become a fighter/attack Naval Aviator in 1946, [ found
significantly improved chow and bunking in the field
simply because the pilots have to roost close to the air-
planes in relatively secure bases. But once in the air, you
became a high priority target for a lot of bad guys. This came
home to me when my trusty Corsair and I were both taking hits
in a screaming dive on a target 200 miles north of friendlies in
Korea and I couldn’t yell “Corpsman” to get patched up.
Needless to say, I made it back to base at K-18, butit was a
long lenely drive home.

So, whatever the differences, I can assure any of our Raider
compadres who might wonder about life in the other half of
the Marine Air-Ground Team that the fighting squadrons of
Marine Corps Aviation — both fixed wing and helos — have
exactly the same brand of camaraderie and tiger spirit that
drove us as Raiders and 4th Marines. And you can continue to
count on it!

Today, as one who has had to give up downhill skiing and
golf, whose main recreation now is chemo’ing the hell out of
advanced prostate cancer, my message to friends is: We should
savor those great comradeship and family memories; use and
enjoy each day to the max; and, above all guys, please keep
track of your PSA.

Semper Fidelis,
Jay Hubbard, BGen. USMC (Ret.)
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NEED RAIDER INFO ...
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— U.S. Manne Corps Pholo

This most interesting photo was sent in with the following letter appealing
far information on a former Raider. Four litter bearers seen loading a wounded
Raider into a Higgins boat on Bougainville in November of 1943,

The Raider on the left is Sgt. Harlan Holly {(2C & 3M} In back of him is an
unidentified sailor. The “young man” on the right front is cur own Graydon
‘Don” Harn (3L & 2HQ). The man behind Harn is Gerald Fitzgerald (2HQ). He
is the reason for the following letter:

Dear Editor,

A number of Raider vets suggested / go to you about this one...
I 'am trying to find out information about a Marine Raider named Gerald
Fitzgerald. Gerald served with 2nd Raider Btn, Co. H & S.. (have attached a
picture showing Gerald.) I have contacted the Raider Museum and they were
able to verify that Gerald Fitzgerald is listed as a Raider. Also, they said that
Gerald died in 1978. Would you happen fo have any other information about
him? Information such as how long he served with the Raiders, hometown,
middie name, etc. Any little bit would help.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Christina Scherrey

“ASK AND YOU'LL RECEIVE”

Notlong ago we ran a request in the Patch for anyone with a leather frog
for a Jap bayonette that would like to donate same to our San Diego Raider
Room. We'd sure welcome one as we didn’t have one. Well, in true Raider
fashion, Ray Merrill (2H) came through with the whole package - frog,
bayonette and scabbard.

Thanks a million, Ray.
Your gift is onit's way to
San Diego for a special
place in our Raider Room
at the Command Musuem.

— Patch Freto

PRICELESS
MOMENTO

By Patch Editor

Karen Walk was a newcomer to our
Reunion. She came with lots of things
pertaining to her Dad, Cpl. Vincent
Harold De Paul Cassidy. He was a mem-
ber of “B” Cormnpany, 1st Raider Bn.

We're not sure how Karen made out
about getting any information about
her Father. We do know she had a great
time meeting everyone.

Of particular interest to me (your
Editor, was that Karen had an original
copy of the “Cartoon History of the
First Marine Raiders - BLESS 'EM
ALY, by Cpl. Charles ]. Hedinger.

For those of you who do not know, I
published the book “BLESS 'EM ALL’,
the Raider Marines of World War II by
Maj. Gen. Oscar E Peatross. I had never
seen a copy of Hedinger’s cartoon book,
although I had heard about it.

To make a long story short, Karen Walk
was kind enough to donate her father’s
copy of Hedinger’s “Bless “Em All” for
our Raider Room at the Command
Museum at MCRD, 5an Diego, CA. The
book is filled with autographs of fellow
1st Bn. comrades of her Dad. Itis truly
a priceless piece of memorabilia.

By the way, if any readers recognize
Vincent Cassidy or remember him,
please drop Karen a note in care of the
Patch. She’d love to hear from anyone
who knew him and we’ll forward all
correspondence to her.

And many, many thanks to Karen from
a very grateful Raider Association.

—alCh Photo
In addition to the photo of Raider
Cassidy, Karen brought her four
month old baby daughter Amber
Elizabeth Walk. Anyone recognize
Vincent Cassidy? Let us know.
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“All Ashore, Happy Landings”

The little boat that won World War If
Patch Editor

Like many of our 2002 Reunion attendees, I visited the great D-Day Museum in New Orleans. This was my second
visit. It was even better the second time, if that's possible. The Museum now commemorates all of America’s D-Days
of World War II, not just the June 6, 1944 Invasion of Europe. And, that's as it should be. Now the South Pacific and
other areas are included.

One main reason Dr. Stephen E. Ambrose wanted this monument to the men and women who fought, died and
won mankind’s greatest conflict in New Orleans is quite simple. It is where World War II's most efficient deliverer of
combat troops was conceived and constructed: the famous Higgins Boat.

When it was decided to get the Museum project under-
way, a massive search was conducted to find an original

It-_hggi%s-l Boat, fi;}(-l itup arclid hrestolre it t§? "iikg new” contii- ff-‘—s?;;ﬂ:_éﬁ ,,:_::_ _ |
ion. The search proved hopeless. Not giving up, the e e e i
project volunteers (everyone connected with tl%e project i e _ﬁﬁﬁ%
were volunteers) managed to salvage three wrecked e Bﬂﬁrﬂi
LCVPs — one in a cow pasture outside San Francisco, SR EDI-'ETS ; HlGE!_HHI:-';'S-
CA; another in Portsmouth, VA; and a third on the bot- e i il
torn of Irish Bayou, near New Orleans. Salvaged from HDRIH o b

those rotting relics of WWII, the volunteers were able to B g

recover a ramp, sheaves and pulleys for the ramp, com- T“ﬂ i A B -

pass, coxswain telescoping wheel, a gray marine engine, e g R

main rudder and steering quadrant, propeller shaft and i LLOSED = e

coupling, sea strainers, bow winch, hand bilge pumps, it LT m'—— +

plaque and boat specs, and a monkey rudder. With 1 e R = Sl !
this material in hand, the hard working volunteers were — Nationet Archives Phots
off and running. “24 Hours A Day” - The little company that went to

The goal was to have a “mint” condition Higgins Boat | Wwar, big time! Hard to believe but by 1943, 92% of all
that would be a lasting tribute to those countless troops of gzs- Navy ;hlps_ were Higgins designs. During the war,
all branches of our Armed Forces that used themin World | 1ggms{révu1§tnes, Inc. built 20,094 boats, including the
War II. The result is just that. It's perfect! amous i

The D-Day Museum Higgins Boat was designated PA33-

21 to represent the Coast Guard manned Navy ship USS Bayfield (APA-33), Boat Number 21. Bayfield was a troop

transport that delivered members of the 4th Infantry Division to Utah Beach at Normandy on 6 June, 1944, and served

Utah Beach as a Command Flagship. PA33-21 is the first authentic Higgins World War l-style LCVP to be constructed

in more than 50 years. More than 20,000 were built between 1942 and 1945. The D-Day Museum’s PA 33-21 was

christened on November 6, 1999 by Andrew Jackson Higgins granddaughter, Gayle Higgins Jones with a bottle of
. her grandfather’s favorite - Old Grandad Whiskey!

The Most Reverend Philip Hanna, former Archbishop
igH 'Elup‘{ﬁzl_-lrﬁ REL } HES N of New Orleans, blessed PA 33-21 with water obtained by
‘- wmEm T the French Consulate from the surf of Normandy.

Looking at this outstanding resurrection from over five
decades ago is a real nostalgia trip for those who spent
any time in them. And, the D-Day Museum is the only
place that has one.

PA 33-21 was commissioned into active, historical
service in the United States Coast Guard.

It was from a Higgins boat just like the museum’s that
SMI1/C Douglas A. Munro of the United States Coast Guard
manned his inachine gun mounted in the bow, and served
blistering fire on countless Japanese at Point Cruz,
Guadalcanal. His actions helped save over 800 U.S. Ma-
rines. Douglas A. Munro was awarded the Medal of Honor

-- - 3 1=
— Naugnal Archives Photo

The main production line for the 36-foot ramp landing for his heroic actions. This brave and tenacious Coast
boats of the LCVP type is seen here. This was the most Guardsman was killed during the action. His Medal of
widely used landing boatin the world. It carried 40 men Honor is on loan to the D-Day Museum from the U.S.
or 25 men and a jeep or truck. Note the sign above the Coast Guard Museum in New Haven, CT. He is the

assembly line. U.S.C.G's only Medal of Honor recipient.




I asme s v T e el I T e e
The little boat that won World War I, continued

— National Archives Fhoto ; — Palch Photo

“Little Boats, Big Punch” - Higgins Industries also “OpenWide...” - The D-Day Museum’s perfectly re-
made many of America’s great PT Boats, the type skip- stored Higgins Boat is one of the feature attractions at
pered by President John E Kennedy. This photo shows the New Orleans repository of World War I equipment
the lightning fast torpedo boats under construction at and artifacts. They were conceived and manufactured
Higgins City Park plant. in the “Big Easy”.

“Medal of Honor”

The U.5. Coast

Guard’s only

Medal of Honor is
usually on exhibit
in New Haven, CT.
It has been on
indefinite loan to
the New Orlean’s
D-Day Museum. It
was earned by
SM1/C Deuglas A.
Munro at
Guadalcanal.

— Pateh Proto

— Palch Pholo
“D-Day Bougy” Lowering a LCVP landing craft from
USS George Clymer, APA-27 off shore at Bougainville,
1 November, 1943. Marines on deck prepare for D-Day.

 IMPORTANT NOTICE -

—Paen o THIS NEWS JUSTIN...
“Ouer the Side” - This photo shows a Higgins Boat 2003 RAIDER REUNION
alongside a Raider transport vessel. Note Raiders de-
scen%ing OT cargo nets wphile a hoist lowers a war dog RED LION HANALEI HOTEL
about halfway down the hull. Those little craft did an SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA
amazing job, and so did the dogs! SEPTEMBER 17th - 21st, 2003




THE CORPSMEN
GOD LOVE ‘EM

Patch Editor

Although they officially were in the Navy, ask any of
them that served as Marine Corpsman what they consid-
ered themselves and the answer would always be, “A
Marine!”

Their dedication to their service was unmatched by any
other combat soldier in any army, anywhere. They were
simply the best of the breed. Always in places that could
get them killed or seriously injured, Corpsmen often went
about caring for the wounded as if nothing else was
going on - or mattered. The casualty rate among these
elite weaponless warriors was tremendously high. Yet
campaign after campaign they did their job and many
Raiders are with us today because they did their job. And,
many of the Corpsmen aren’t with us today because they
did their job.

— F'ét‘;l:mmFi\e Pn;:no
“Give Me A Hand” A wounded Marine, possibly a Raider,
gets a helping hand from two buddies or Corpsmen.
Location and date is unknown on this photo, but it clearly
illustrates how things were. Note rifle grenade on M-1in
foreground and Marine with M-1 (partially hidden) on
the right.

The four Marine Raider Battalions had their share of the
best Corpsmen in the Naval service. The Corpsmen and
doctors assigned to the Raiders were the very best and to
this day are held in extreme high esteem. Don't ever let a
Raider hear anyone put a Corpsman down or drop an
uncalled for insult. That person would be in deep, deep
trouble.

Corpsmen, for the most part had little professional
medical training. In many cases it was that they were
there, offering aid and comfort. That fact alone was
almost enough for a young frightened and wounded
Raider.

. — Patch File Phote
“Corpsman’s House Call” - With shelter halves covering
other wounded, the Marine on the stretcher in the fore-
ground gets checked over by a Corpsman. The Corpsmen
were the real heroes to the Marines fighting in the Pacific.
They saved countless Jives and paid a heavy price. The
location of this photo was Bougainville.

In many cases they played the roli of “Angels of Mercy.”
In many cases they served in the role of Chaplain
when there wasn’t one available. When trying to comfort
and care for an obviously mortally wounded comrade, he
would often be the Jast earthly person the victim would
see.

In addition to the limited medical equipment and
supplies the Corpsmen carried, most carried a small
edition of the Holy Bible. Sometimes a passage from it
would have more effect than a shot of morphine.

In talking to Raiders and others who were cared for on
a battlefield by one or more of our Corpsmen, everyone,
without exception stated that had it not been for him (or
them), he would have long ago left this earth. And how
they would love to locate him (or them) and somehow
repay them. And, if you talk to a combat Corpsman, he
would simply say something to the effect of “I was just
doing my job.” Some job! Trying to concentrate on saving a
comrades Jife, being shot at with just about everything in
the enemy’s arsenal, yet hanging in there “til his job was
done. Some job indeed! But that was a Corpsman.

So, if you ever run intoc a genuine combat Corpsman,
thank him for a lot of guys that never had a.chance to.
Chances are he'll be most humble and even embarassed a
little, but believe me, it would give him a good feeling
and it couldn’t happen tc a better bunch of Marines.



