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FOR BOTH VICTOR AND VANQUISHED, IWO0 JIMA
WAS THE DEFINING MOMENT OF THEIR LIVES AND DEATHS

In a photo that touched all Americans when
released, it brought the horrid realities that =
war brings home. Still holding his M-1 rifle
with fixed bayonet in an advancing posture,
this Leatherneck died where he fell.

— Editor’s Collection

One more son of Nippon joins his ances-
{ fors. This one was killed by Marines during
| a pre-dawn banzi attack dunng the battle for

| rines, the battle was a nightmare for the
Japanese.
— Editor’s Collection

Fighting in and on landscape ., =~
that was totally unfamiliar to == 2.
their usual “tropic South Sea” .=
terrain, these Marines have E:, W
waited for Sherman tanksto ==~ 2
destroy enemy mortar posi- =
tions before advancingupa .+ - = =
rocky ridge. They had waited =~ . -
three hours and took thirty ¥ <=5

B 1
casualties in the process.  imww: stz
? the proce ot~

— Editor’s Collection B o e




SEMPER FIDELIS

WITH A GREAT DEAL OF HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS

The following pages are compiled of photos and comments by our “Editor’s-at-Large”
who graciously covered the 2008 Raider Reunion in Minneapolis for your disabled Patch Editors.
Jack M/ller (Hon), George MacRae (3K), Charlie Henry (Hon), and Emif Wroblicky (Hon)
We can’t these four gentlemen enough!

PATCH BACKUP CREW
TO THE RESCUE

As all Raiders know from their
World War II experiences, when
someone in their unit was
wounded or injured, the prudent
thing to do was call up a reserve!
Well, your Patch Editors weren’t
wounded in action, but were both
pretty well banged up. We did the
prudent thing. Our backup re-
serves were George MacRae (3K),
Jack Miller (Hon), Emil Wroblicky
(Hon) and Charlie Henry (Hon).
They did an outstanding job above
and beyond the call of duty. All
four deserve a promotion or at
least one stripe and perhaps a Sem-
per Fi medal (if there is one!). No
kidding fellas, don’t know what
we would have done without your
help. These guys are “"Always Faith-
ful”. But we hope we never have
to call on their assistance again.
But if we do, we know they’ll an-
swer the call. Thanks a million.

'Iri;vé'yo.ur' cake and eat it too!
ON THE SUBJECT OF
HELP‘II

So many pieces fit into the
puzzle of areunion gathering. It's
amazing that one ever gets suc-
cessfully completed. But, as usual,
Raiders put their Gung Ho know
how into action. Under the direc-
tion of Mel Heckt, and with the
valuable assistance of the people
and corporate firms listed, with
very special thanks, our 2008 Re-
union was an outstanding success.
Again, many thanks to all of you.

SPONSORS
Charles H. Meacham,
Joseph P, Griffin, Ken H. Merrill,
C.H. Thompson, Dr. James
Delaney, Darwin E. Rogers, R.W.
Chastin, Robert Burnette, Bettina
Brownyard, Bob Buerlein,
Sgt. Maj. (Ret) Bill Carrol],
Anheuser-Busch, Northwest
Airlines, Tony Caliguiri & Boyt
Harness Co., Blake Mallbert &
Jerry’s Foods, Cameron Coffee
Co., Reno Bastram Enterprises,
Pepsi-Cola, Byerly’s Grocery &
Todd Moffitt, Rainbow Foods &
Terry Olson, Sam’s Club & A.J.
Hedstrom, Johnsonville Sausage
Co. & Ron Scherer, Country
Hearth & Joe Hitt, American
Legion and VFW Posts in
Minnesota, and The Marine
Corps League and the Marine
Corps Coordinating Council of

Minnesota.
(Continued on page 16)

The General and our President

Something for Everyone

Memorial Service




HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS
(Continued from page 15)

SPECIAL THANKS

Arthur Smith, Director of Fort
Snelling National Cemetery, Fort
Snelling National Cemetery Rifle
Squad, Bugler Gene Schultz,
Pipers Mike Breidenbach and Pat
McCormick, Father James
Himmelsbach, Rabbi Alan Shavit-
Lonstein, Father Martin Fleming,
Chaplain Lewis Marsh, Sgt. Maj.
Oscar Jordan and The Marine
Military Police Company Color
Guard, Sgt. Major Drew C.
Benson and The Marine Corps
Recruiting Command, Pat
Herbert & Sara Piga of Minne-
apolis Airport Marriott, and Sam
Thompson & Stacy Kvasnik of
Metro Connections.

George MacRae at work!

Lynn Dix at ease!

A SPECIAL REPORT FROM THE
2008 REUNION CHAIRMAN

First, | would like to thank Andy Koehler, Vince Matthews son
Paul, Rebecca Burlingham and the Dornans and ali members of
the Reunion Committee for their outstanding work.

Thursday’s highlights included the Ladies Lunch, The St. Paul
Tour, and Frank Guidone’s exceptional talk on the Battle of New
Georgia.

Friday’s highlights started with the Memorial Service for 109
Raiders and spouses. It was held at beautiful Fort Snelling
National Cemetery, the only one to have a red granite marker,
bronze plague and flag pole for each of the Six Marine Divisions,
The Raiders, the Marine Air Reserve and the Women Marines.
Other highlights included the Minneapolis Tour, the Mississippi
River Dinner Cruise. And thanks to Ralph Burlingham’s very
young grandson - he, and only he, was able to start the VCR
and DVD machines for the movie night!

Saturdays highlights: In addition to the election of officers
and directors, was the membership’s vote to seek funds to
purchase one brick for each Marine Raider killed in action, died
of wounds, or missing in action. The 795+ bricks will be placed
in a special location outside Raider Hall. Each name will be
printed in black to honor the supreme sacrifice made by each
young Raider. The raffle was a huge success due to the
contribution of the M1 rifle by Jim Johannes, and the hard work
of Flo and Jack Dornan.

The highlight of the Saturday evening banquet was the talk by

Lt. General Dennis Hejlik and the presence of his lovely wife, |

Sandra. We were also pleased to introduce outstanding recruiter
Sgt. Collins and two poolies, Miss Peterson and Mr. Wengler
and Mrs. Regina Carlson, widow of Gol. Carlson and Vi Lindberg,
widow of Charles, a 2nd Raider and the last survivor of the first
flag raising on lwo Jima. The banguet was attended by 158
Raiders, Honorarys, Associate Members and their families and
guests.

The free Sunday Farewell Breakfast was enjoyed by 94
members and families.

Lord willing, 1 hope to see many of you at our next reunion
that will be held in the Washington, D.C. area.

Semper Fidelis,
Mel Heckt,
2008 Reunion Chairman
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WHAT WOULD WE DO WITHOUT SEMPER Fi FRIENDS?

Some photo help to the Patch from Emil Wroblicky, Hon.
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Snelling’s National Cemetery got off to a *
start with this parade. Raiders, families and .
friends arrived via the charter buses seen
in photo. The Fort Snelling facilities were
outstanding and the personnel were ex-
tremely helpful.

— Photo courtesy of Emil Wroblicky, Hon.

Our Raider Ladies were out in force
@ during the Fort Snelling program. Stand-
'8 ing in back of the flag pole with its Raider
-plaque, the gals were most impressed

with the services and program.
The “Shelter Halves” were a delight to

be aboard.

— Photo courtesy of Emil Wroblicky, Hon.

......

The Great Steamboat Era began in §
1811 with the launch of the New Or-
leans and by mid-century, the Missis-
sippi River was filled with paddlewheel
steamers.

Raiders and friends did what Mark
Twain did many years ago and en-
Joyed every minute of it. The cruise g
down ol’ Miss included an onboard
buffet dinner. In the evening passen-
gers relived those glorious days when SSE
America was young and really start- &
ing to grow.

— Photo courtesy of Emil Wroblicky, Hon.
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CANDID SHOTS FROM RAIDER GEORGE MACRAE

Some photo help to the Patch

— Photo courtesy of George MacRae
Nice Piece of Jewelry!

— Photo courtesy of George MacRae

President Berg and Jack Miller at work

— Photo courtesy of George MacRae
Jack Miller, Patch photo-journalist at work

= I-HDLG courtesy of L:ewge MacRae
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George MacRae and Jac k M ller at the auction

— Photo courtesy of George MacRae

Lynn Dixx and Bob Buerlein with auction item




