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of the members of the 164th Infantry whom Bailey voluntarily trained
while recuperating from his first wounds in New Caledonia. Walters
described Bailey as “a tall, well-built, blue-eyed man, the perfect picture
of a fighting Marine." Walters and his soldiers expressed shock to learn
of Bailey’s death just before the 164th arrived on Guadalcanal, “As long
as America continues to produce men like him,” said Walters, “we'll lose
very few battles and never a war.” Here was testimony more valid than
the citation itself.®

Sam Griffith lamented the loss of Ken Bailey so early in their rela-
tionship as CO and XO. He surely could have used Bailey's energy and
charisma in reorganizing and remotivating the battalion for their next
campaign. Now Griffith was truly The Old Man, surrounded by eager
youngsters,

Sam Griffith was not the “inventor” of what would become the
Marine Corps fire team, but he had long desired to increase the rifle
squad’s fire power and reduce the ungainly ten-man span of control
faced by the existing squad leader. He had been interested in Evans Carl-
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Griffith intensified field training as the spring of 43 wore on. The old
salts recognized the same characteristics in Griffith’s training programs
as they had experienced under Red Mike Edson: plenty of forced marches
with full equipment, frequent night operations, and field firing of all
weapons. The men also spent many days and nights in New Caledonia's
surf, either experimenting with the new LCI landing craft or employing
their standard tools of the amphibious trade, rubber boats and AFD
destroyer transports.

Marine Gunner Angus Goss put his new demolition platoon through
its paces with ferocious rigor. Staff Sergeant Gerry West rejoined the pla-
toon from his Baker Company sojourn, but Goss and West had their
hands full teaching demolitions to a largely new crew. Goss illustrated
his field instructions on Bangalore torpedoes and satchel charges with
practical anecdotes about taking out the caves on Tulagi. West empha-
sized the need for the demolitionists to be equally proficient in small
arms, describing his abrupt assignment as a patrol leader on The Ridge.

No Raider took his responsibilities more seriously than Angus Goss,
the consummate professional, but his luck remained distressfully bad

Kolombangara Patrol: Captain Ed Wheeler seated in the middle of the
native war canoe,
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Native meeting site on Japanese-oceupied Kolombangara. (L to R: Sergeant
George Lewis, native guide, interpreter, Lieutenant Philip Oldham (KIA,
Enogai)

The coastwatchers on New Georgia and Kolombangara represented
one key to intelligence gathering. At Liversedge's direction, Sam Griffith
dispatched Captains Ed Wheeler and Clay Boyd on a series of hair-rais-
ing patrols to link with the coastwatchers and determine the lay of the
land on the two islands.

Captain Wheeler, twenty-five, from Port Chester, New York, had quit
NYU Law School to enlist in the Marines two years earlier, In later wars he
would command the 2d Amphibian Tractor Battalion in Korea and the 3d
Marines in Vietnam, in both cases utilizing the leadership skills he devel-
oped under great stress at Kolombangara and New Georgia in 1943.3°

Wheeler picked newly commissioned 2d Lt Phil Oldham and
Sergeant George B. Lewis to accompany him on an ambitious recon-
naissance of little-known and far-distant Kolombangara. The party left
New Caledonia on 22 March, flew to Guadalcanal for briefings, then
rode a PBY Catalina flying boat to Segi Point, New Georgia. Native scouts
in canoes met the aircraft as soon as it touched down: the three






